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Letter From The President 

 
 

Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
 
I am pleased to present you with Riverdale Neighborhood House’s Annual Report 
for the Fiscal Year ended June 30, 2005.  
 
For 133 years, RNH has met the changing needs of the children, teens, families and 
seniors who make the Northwest Bronx their home. Through the talent and hard 
work of Dan Eudene, our Executive Director, and his dedicated staff, RNH touches 
the lives of over 5,000 people annually.   
 
We fulfill our mission as a settlement house by serving as a vital partner in the 
community and by providing programs of the highest quality.  For example, our 
early childhood center is a leader within the Bank Street Community of Learners 
program; our after-school program was one of only four (out of 85 total grantees) 
named “exemplary” by the Robert Bowne Foundation; and our signature Youth 
Internship Program helps teens develop job skills, explore careers in various fields, 
and build their confidence  - all of which help them achieve future self-sufficiency.   
 
In order to provide support for our excellent staff and our talented Executive 
Director, the Board of Directors has continued to work hard raising money for our 
Endowment Fund.  In fact, we have raised more than a half million dollars in gifts 
and pledges. We also continue to raise money for our emergency scholarship fund, 
which we hope will ensure that families of all income levels have access to our 
high-quality programs.   
 
Much of our success is due to the many individual donors, foundations, 
corporations and elected officials who so generously give us their support. We 
eagerly look forward to the future of RNH during the next 133 years in Riverdale. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Cathy Marks Weinroth 
President 

 



A Message From The Executive Director 
 
Riverdale Neighborhood House continued to thrive during tough times, both locally and globally, 
during the Fiscal Year of 2005.  The Tsunami of December 2004 challenged the whole world; 
RNH filled an important local role by helping to raise nearly $30,000 for Action Against Hunger, 
an organization addressing immediate needs in the disaster region.  
 
At the local level, New York City continued to compel non-profit organizations to “do more with 
less.” RNH was not spared from the effort’s repercussions.  The most dramatic impact is that the 
City has changed the way it provides after school care; its new Out of School Time (OST) model 
puts some of our neediest local families at risk of losing their subsidies for childcare.  To make 
sure no family falls between the cracks, the Board has once again provided for our emergency 
scholarship fund and is also looking into sliding scale fee models for the future. 
 
The exceptional level of compassion our elected officials have for our community, coupled with 
the funding these legislators secure on behalf of RNH, play a crucial role in ensuring that our 
agency remains open and vital during times of change.  We thank Congressman Eliot Engel, NYS 
Senators Jeffrey Klein and Eric Schneiderman, Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz, Bronx Borough 
President Adolfo Carrion, Jr. and, of course, Councilman Oliver Koppell for their great support. 
 
Justine Fontinell concluded her first full year as Development Director for RNH.  We surpassed all 
previous fundraising records for our Annual Benefit and were able to respond to new opportunities 
for program development. 
 
Highlights from FY 2005 include: 
  

• Students from the Fieldston School volunteered weekly with RNH’s After School Program, 
as part of a school course called Service Learning and Social Issues. The teens led activities 
focusing on games as a fun way for the younger children to strengthen math and reading 
capabilities, analytical thinking, and social skills. 

• Generous funding from organizations such as The Pinkerton Foundation, the Prospect Hill 
Foundation, and the Mary J. Hutchins Foundation allowed RNH to further develop our 
Youth Internship Program and expand its capacity to serve a greater number of teens. 

• RNH’s Universal Pre-Kindergarten was recognized by the NYC Department of Education 
as a model program for Region One. 

• A generous grant from the Russell Grinnell Memorial Trust will enable us to launch a new 
Music and Movement Program in our Early Childhood Program, in partnership with Kids 
Co-Motion, another well-established non-profit organization. 

• The Department of Youth & Community Development awarded a Neighborhood 
Development Area (NDA) grant to the RNH Teen Program for youth employment services 
and support. 

 
Of course, 2006 will bring even more exciting news, as we re-design our website (through a grant 
from the Taproot Foundation), implement new long-term strategies for RNH, and continue to 
grow.   
 
 

Daniel Eudene 
Executive Director  



About Riverdale Neighborhood House 
 

Since our founding in 1872, RNH has partnered with Riverdale residents to build and sustain a healthy and 
productive community.  Our mission: 
 
Riverdale Neighborhood House provides human services and community resources in the Northwest Bronx.  
It responds to the needs of society and is respectful of people’s differences, offering professional support 
and guidance to families and individuals of all ages to enable them to lead independent, productive and 
rewarding lives. 
 
RNH provides unmatched support to all sectors of the Riverdale population, strengthening the social fabric 
of the community and enhancing the quality of life for its residents. Many of our programs are recognized 
for their excellence. For example, our Early Childhood Program is recognized as a model among leading 
educational authorities. It is also accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC) and is the only program in the community accredited by NAEYC to participate in 
Agency for Child Development (ACD) funding – making our Full-Time Childcare and After-School 
Programs affordable for all families, regardless of income.  
 
Our Early Childhood Education programs offer a variety of options to best meet families' needs. The 
Universal Pre-Kindergarten is available to every child in the community. RNH’s Nursery Program offers 
top quality care at reasonable cost to parents. Full-time Childcare allows working families to meet their 
professional obligations, while their children are cared for in an educational and nurturing environment. In 
order to accommodate parents' busy schedules, this program is offered five days a week, 51 weeks per year.  
 
Our After-School Program provides a comfortable and supervised setting for children to relax, learn, and 
have fun. Literacy projects – such as poetry jam sessions – are creatively integrated throughout the 
program, so that the children learn to love reading and are prepared to excel in school.  
 
Our Teen Center offers a safe place for teens to discover who they are and what they want to become. 
These young people acquire job skills and perform community service through our signature Youth 
Internship Program, which allows them to work in fields as varied as education, health care, and the 
environment. Teens also sharpen their literacy skills and learn artistic expression with our partners from 
Poets and Writers, Inc.  
 
Our seniors can remain vital and achieve a sense of purpose through peer mentoring and support, in 
programs such as our Telephone Reassurance for homebound elderly. We also provide intergenerational 
volunteer opportunities: a number of teens work in nursing care centers, and seniors may read to children or 
tutor teens. All of these deepen seniors' connections to the community.  
 
Our parents and families find the support they need to thrive. We offer parent discussion groups to young 
families; classes, such as Lamaze, First Aid and CPR; and drop-in childcare. RNH’s Bayard Dodge Pool 
provides families and individuals with outdoor pool facilities, and is also a place for members of the 
community to gather and socialize during the hot summer months. Our sponsorship of the Community 
Supported Agriculture (CSA) program provides the community with fresh, organic food and – at the same 
time – sustains farmers in New York State. The RNH Thrift Shop is completely volunteer-run; all proceeds 
support RNH programs, while providing a valuable service to the community. 



Early Childhood Programs 
 
RNH continues to be one of the most respected childcare programs in the community, as well as in 
Region 1 of the NYC Department of Education.  We offer care for children ages 2 – 5, and have 
designed our programs to be flexible so that they can meet the different needs of today’s parents. 
 
Our full-time program is the only one in the area that participates in a subsidy program funded 
through the NYC Agency for Child Development.  Through this funding, lower income parents 
have the opportunity to afford our high-quality childcare while they are at work or in training 
programs. 
 
We serve over 130 children daily.  In addition to full-time childcare, we offer a traditional nursery 
program, as well as free pre-kindergarten through participation in New York State’s Universal Pre-
K Initiative.  Our UPK received an outstanding rating in the Department of Education’s annual 
evaluation of the program.   
 
Our Early Childhood program is accredited by the National Association for the Education of 
Young Children, the country’s largest professional organization of early childhood educators; its 
accreditation is respected nationwide.  This past year, through our association with the Bank Street 
College of Education, two of our teachers participated in the school’s mentoring program. 
 
Also this year, we had a music teacher visit our classes twice a month, engaging the children in a 
host of songs and rhymes. And we expanded our nature studies to include a gardening component.  
Each class has the opportunity to “prepare the land” and plant with authentic gardening tools 
designed especially for little hands.  We complemented these studies with trips to the Bronx Zoo 
and Wave Hill.  In May, a visiting zoo of small animals visited the children in school. 
 
We are proud of how our program continues to evolve each year, offering quality professional 
development to our staff and appropriate curriculum to the children. 

 
Cathy Smith 
Deputy Director of Children’s Programs 
 
 

       



Family Center 
 
The RNH Family Center enables both new and experienced parents to learn, build friendships, and 
get support from others who are experiencing the same extraordinary life changes. We also create 
opportunities for the members of our families to participate in recreational, social and volunteer 
activities that bring our community together. This year, the Family Center provided services to 
over 280 individuals and families by offering Support Discussion Groups; counseling; Drop-In 
Childcare; classes in Lamaze, CPR, and First Aid; referrals; and birthday parties.  
 
The Support Discussion Groups focus on the exhilarating, but sometimes challenging, transition to 
parenting. Topics include postpartum emotions, feelings of isolation, and work/life balance. Our 
Drop-In Childcare program allows parents to have some free time, so that they may run errands or 
go to a doctor’s appointment. RNH’s Certified Social Worker provides counseling and referrals to 
any participants in need, from new parents to teens to seniors. 
 
Additionally, this year we offered a series of parenting support sessions for parents of teens at John 
F. Kennedy High School. These sessions provided an opportunity for parents to discuss and obtain 
the skills and resources necessary to successfully deal with their teens. 
 
The programs at the Family Center all serve different, important purposes. However, each 
addresses the changing needs and interests of families in our community, so that we may continue 
to nurture and support them.  
 
Esther Bar-Shai L.C.S.W 
Deputy Director of Social Services 
 
 



School Age Programs 
 
The RNH After School Program has served the Riverdale community for over thirty years.  Nearly 
seventy children, ages 5 – 12, are cared for every day from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., as well as during 
many school holidays and vacations.  Half of the children are able to attend through funding from 
New York City’s Agency for Child Development. 
 
During this program year we established a relationship with teenaged students from the Fieldston 
School.  These students visited RNH each week to assist the children in our After School Program 
in creating and developing their own games.  This exciting collaboration will continue for the 2005 
school year. 
 
We continued to integrate literacy activities throughout our curriculum. Our RNH Education 
Interns also added another valuable dimension to the program by leading activities on a weekly 
basis, as well as by creating special instructive events, such as those recognizing Black History 
Month and Women’s History Month. Additionally, eager community volunteers offered valuable 
one-on-one homework help.   
 
The summer day camp was, once again, a great success.  Our program enabled the campers to 
make great use of RNH’s facilities, such as the swimming pool, and spend more time on organized 
sports with our Recreational Specialist. The curriculum also reflected a new “theme” every week, 
including Happy Birthday America, Sportsmania Week, and Space Adventures.   
 
Kathy Duffy 
Administrative Director, School Age Program 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 



The Teen Program 
 
The RNH Teen Program supports young people as they develop the competencies and skills 
necessary to become healthy and responsible young adults.  We provide a comprehensive youth 
development model that helps our young people succeed.   
 
Our free, year-round, drop-in center is a safe and relaxed “second home” to approximately 200 
young people ages 12-18.   Mondays through Fridays, youth may choose to participate in 
regularly-scheduled and structured social, recreational, and educational activities, such as:  job 
readiness training and placement, internships, career exploration workshops, and self-expression 
exercises.     
 
Highlights from our 2004-2005 program year:  (July 2004-June 2005)  
 

• Generous funding from The Pinkerton Foundation assisted RNH to further strengthen and 
develop Year II of our enhanced Youth Internship Program (YIP).  This year, Riverdale 
Neighborhood House successfully placed 34 teens in the following internships:  
environmental studies, health care, and education.  The nine-month stipend-based 
internships offer teens opportunities to develop their job skills, and also to learn about 
career options.  With the support of our partners, Friends of Van Cortlandt Park and 
Schervier Nursing Care Center, our interns developed important skills that help build the 
foundation for their educational and professional futures while gaining meaningful social 
experiences.    

 
• As a collective year-end project, all interns in the YIP prepared a mini-carnival for the 

children in the RNH After-School Program. Each internship site was assigned a role in the 
event, from developing games to manning booths to handing out prizes. The carnival was a 
great success for all involved. 

 
• Poetry remained alive and vibrant at the RNH Teen Center, through continued support from 

Poets & Writers and our poet in residence.  Featured guest poets Rich Villar, poet 
performer/organizer and Anthony McCoy, of the NYC Urban Word poetry/slam 
competition, ignited enthusiasm among our participants.  At the conclusion of the 10-week 
workshop, the teens eagerly created an anthology of their works.   

 
• Youth from the RNH Teen Program demonstrated their commitment to serving those in 

need by holding a successful community fundraiser for the Riverdale Tsunami Fund.   
 

• Support from United Neighborhood Houses and the Levitt Foundation enabled RNH to 
participate in the 2005 UNH Summer Environmental Internship Program.   This funding 
supported the stipends for four young people, ages 15-18, and covered project-related 
supplies.  In partnership with Friends of Van Cortlandt Park, RNH developed and managed 
this project, deemed “Teens for Neighborhood Trees.” Most of the interns’ work took place 
in Van Cortlandt Park: the teens maintained the John Muir Trail, beautified the Van 
Cortlandt Nature Center Garden, participated in the 2005 Street Tree Census, and 
maintained and restored compost sites at Van Cortlandt Park and the newly-developed site 
at RNH. 

 



• As a member of the Bronx Cluster of Settlement Houses, and through the support of 
Congressman Eliot Engel, RNH was awarded funding from the U.S. Department of 
Justice/Office of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention.  This funding is designed to 
coordinate services to Bronx residents and maintain partnerships among the settlement 
houses in the Bronx, by providing youth development and delinquency prevention services 
to our area’s youth.       

 
• 21st Century Community Learning Center funds allowed RNH to provide on-site services at 

our local schools, John F. Kennedy High School and MS/HS 141.  Youth at these schools 
had an opportunity to participate in job readiness training, job placement and/or internships, 
conflict resolution training, and family life workshops.   

 
Nancy Nuñez 
Teen Program Director 

 

 



Senior Program 
 
Since 1973, the RNH Telephone Reassurance Program has helped the homebound elderly 
combat isolation and loneliness, enabling them to remain at home and avoid the financial and 
psychological challenges that can result from having to move into a nursing home. Our trained 
corps of senior volunteers makes daily calls to homebound participants. For many, our phone call 
is the only contact they receive each day. This year, over 70 homebound seniors, ranging in age 
from 59 to 96, received daily phone calls from RNH.  Over 98 percent of our participants are 
widows living alone. 
 
Not only do our volunteer callers offer a friendly voice and a link to the outside world, but they are 
also trained to listen for signals indicating that the homebound participant needs additional 
support. This program is volunteer-driven: it depends on the hard work and enthusiasm of a corps 
of trained volunteers, ranging in age from 62 to 90.  
 
Sadly, one of our dear volunteers — who recently celebrated her 90th birthday and 25 years of 
volunteering at RNH — passed away this spring. In her memory, we held a special ceremony, 
dedicating a beautiful bench and greenery on our grounds as a lasting tribute. 
 
This year marked our 10th Annual Senior Splash. The event was a great success, with over 200 
seniors attending from 14 different partner agencies. In fact, four of these agencies were new to the 
event. Guests arrived from several senior centers in our community, including Riverdale Senior 
Services, Kingsbridge Heights Community Center, St. Margaret’s Senior Club, Frances Schervier 
Apartments, Frances Schervier Home and Hospital, St. Patrick’s Home, St. Gabriel’s Senior Club, 
the Riverdale Y, Atria, the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale and more.  
 
The Lend-A-Hand Project is one of the extensions of our senior program, involving teens that are 
interested in helping seniors. Through this project, we provide useful and interesting community 
service opportunities for teens, create mentoring relationships that bridge the gap between the 
generations, and let seniors know that they are a priority to our organization. 
 
Esther Bar-Shai L.C.S.W 
Deputy Director of Social Services 

 



 
Community Services 

 
RNH Swimming Pool 

 
The RNH swimming pool operates each summer, Memorial Day through Labor Day, to provide 
the community with a comfortable local getaway.  Families, individuals, seniors, teens and 
children in the RNH summer camp all have access to our full-size swimming pool and outdoor 
recreational facilities.   

 
The Thrift Shop 

 
The RNH Thrift Shop is now the only such store remaining in our community.  Completely 
volunteer-run, it serves as a vital resource for local families to secure much-needed items and for 
bargain hunters to find great deals on everything from books to antiques to clothing.  All proceeds 
from the Thrift Shop support RNH programs and services. 
 

Community Supported Agriculture 
 

Originally developed by a group of RNH Board members, the Riverdale CSA provides the 
community with fresh, organic food.  In 2005, the CSA began offering organic meat and other 
products during the winter months – making ours the first CSA program in New York to 
operate year-round. 
 
 
 

 



Faculty and Staff 
 
 

Administration 
Daniel M. Eudene 
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Carol Kennedy 
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Kathy Duffy 
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Teen Program 
Nancy Nuñez 
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Jobis Ozoria 
 
Family Center 
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Carol Farin 
Colleen Irizarry 
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Marla Peers 
 
Senior Program 
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Victor De La Rosa 
Danny Santos 
 



Our Volunteers 
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Early Childhood 
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Our Generous Supporters 
(List represents donations from 7/1/04-6/30/05) 
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Liberty Lines Express, Inc. 
LSG Security Systems, Inc. 
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Riverdale Tile & Carpentry 
Rivera Technics, Inc. 
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Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
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P.S. 81 
Region 1 of the NYC Dept of Education 
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Riverdale Community Center  
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Riverdale Nature Preservancy 
Riverdale Mental Health Association 
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Riverdale Senior Services 
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Schervier Nursing Care Center 
Sisters of Charity of New York 
St. Joseph’s Hospital 
Toastmasters International 
United Neighborhood Centers of America 
United Neighborhood Houses of New York 
United Way of New York City 
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  Prevention 
 
Our Legislators 
Congressman Eliot Engel 
State Senator Jeffrey Klein 
State Senator Eric Schneiderman 
Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz 
Councilman G. Oliver Koppell 
Bronx Borough President Adolfo Carrion, Jr. 
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