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Linking Emplayment, Abilitiea & Potantial

Euclid - Jackie Thompson, born with cerebral
palsy that severely limited the use her arms, legs
and speech, couldn't pick up her television's
remote control.

The Euclid resident, who died Feb 27 at age 79,
sipped and puffed commands on a straw
connected to an electronic device to turn on the
TV, change channels and adjust the volume.

Jackie demonstrated her skill at using the
apparatus whenever she and her husband of 46 ¥emysne, disagreed on what
television program to watch.

“We battled back and forth with the remote andpb#-and-sip," Eugene said. "She was
faster with that puff-and-sip than | was with tleenote. So she would usually win."

Jackie relied on Eugene to help her with simpleydaey tasks and with her advocacy for
people with disabilities.

She served on advisory panels to the Greater GlegddRegional Transit Authority and
the Cuyahoga County Commissioners. She workedatitlr agencies that help the
disabled live independent lives.

Her husband accompanied her to meetings, servihgrasterpreter for those who could
not understand her.

Whenever Eugene paraphrased her words or addeavhi2 cents, Jackie jabbed him
with her elbow and told him to shut up. She threva few tame curse words that seemed
unnatural for the tiny, upbeat woman in the wheaich

"Jackie was very hard to understand with her speapkdiment, but once you got to
know her, you could understand everything she 'sagid friend Pat Field. "You could
understand every curse word."

She especially hated to be told that she couldng&ainething. She was convinced she
could do anything she set her mind to.

"Jackie had a great brain,” Field said. "Her bodgmit there, but her brain was. Jackie
was a smart woman."



She was born Jacqueline Washington in Columbusaddived in the Cleveland area
since infancy.

Her parents, who worked for employment and houagmncies, took Jackie to theatrical
productions at the Hanna Theater and other sagnaltions during an era when many
parents kept their disabled children hidden awagnfpublic view.

Jackie graduated from the Sunbeam School for didatitildren.

"As a teenager, she did all the things teenagerbalik in the '40s and '50s - like music,
going up to the soda bar," Eugene said. When Jéeldame old enough to vote, her
mother had to get a notarized doctor's statemergrity to election workers that Jackie
was competent.

'We always agreed it was attitude that was mosibtiisg,” friend Orene Anthony said.

Jackie, who could move her arms and type when siseyaunger, corresponded with
Eugene while he was in the Army. They started dadiriously when he returned home
in 1955. "I have to admit, we both took a littlaklfrom people who didn't understand,”
Eugene said. "Why would you date a girl in a whieaiicwith a speech impediment? |
would answer in three words: | love her."

Jackie had become a full-time advocate for thebdigshby the time she married Eugene
in 1964. She belonged to Para-Progressives, a lategroup of people with disabilities
that was started in the late 1940s. She appear#tedirst local United Cerebral Palsy
telethon in 1953.

Her disability "didn't stop her from doing thingseswanted to do," said friend
Gwendolyn Woods. "And she did a lot."

Jackie helped get the RTA's Paratransit systenoof-tb-
door bus service for the disabled off the grounth&1970s.

Her latest project: Getting speech impairment racaayl as
a disability, like blindness.

"If you use Paratransit, you have to call to areaggur
trips,” said fellow advocate Mary Lombardo. "If sebody
can't understand you, that's probably a hindramcgetting
your trip." A recipient of Jackie's advocacy wroten
online guestbook that Jackie reminded folks thatriratter
what the obstacle, there is no excuse for notgrgind even
excelling, as Jackie did every day."



