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PURPOSE OF THE DIRECTORY

The mission of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) is to improve health outcomes for persons with
medical and behavioral disorders and conditions through the pursuit of research on the nature and behavior
of living systems and the application of that knowledge to extend healthy life and reduce the burdens of illness
and disability. Since the 1991 release of Building Social Work Knowledge for Effective Services and Policies: A
Plan for Research Development by the Task Force on Social Work Research (TFSWR), supported by the
National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH), the social work profession has engaged in targeted efforts to build
research capacity and infrastructure in order to ensure that social work research more fully contributes to
improving the health and health care of our nation’s most vulnerable populations and to informing social work
practice. This has resulted in a large increase in social work researchers funded by the National Institutes of
Health.

The Institute for the Advancement of Social Work Research (IASWR) developed this directory for the
purpose of having the ability to quickly and readily identify the principal investigators (PIs) who are social work
researchers funded by NIH, the topics being studied and the funding mechanisms that are being used. The
directory demonstrates the expansion of the number of social work researchers receiving grants, as PIs, over
the past decade and a half.

IASWR undertook this time consuming endeavor to create a national resource directory because there is
no other specific data source in existence that strictly identifies social work researchers. In addition, IASWR
wanted this directory to demonstrate the breadth and scope of social work research studies which have made
significant contributions to the continual addressing of our nation’s public health priorities. This directory
aims to be a significant resource for NIH, the social work community, and for prospective and current
researchers in social work and other disciplines. IASWR appreciates the input provided by the field so we
could complete our final 2009 update.

WHAT IS SOCIAL WORK RESEARCH?

Social work research involves the study of preventive interventions, treatment of acute psychosocial
problems, care and rehabilitation of individuals with severe, chronic difficulties, community development
interventions, organizational administration, and the effects of social policy actions on the practice of social
work (TFSWR, 1991, p.1). Social work research may cover the entire lifespan, and may be focused at clinical
and services and policy issues, focusing on individual, family, group, community or organizational levels of
intervention and analysis. It is primarily conducted by persons educated in the field of social work, i.e. holding
BSW, MSW and/or DSW/PhD degrees or who hold faculty positions in accredited social work education
programs. Social work research is customarily conducted under university and/or community-based
institutional auspices such as hospitals, prisons, social services and community development organizations or
through professional, policy or research entities.



NIH SOCIAL WORK RESEARCH GRANTEE DIRECTORY

Updated September 2009 Page 3

As stated in the December 1, 2005 release of the NIH Program Announcements on Research on Social
Work Practice Concepts and Health, “social work is a primary provider of psychosocial interventions and
services intended to facilitate treatment of medical conditions, improve disease management and
prevention, and address related social, psychological or emotional problems in order to improve health and
functioning. The underlying theoretical perspective of social work is the bio-psychosocial model, derived
from systems theory, which posits that physical, psychological, and social environmental conditions
influence one another and must be taken into account in order to optimize health outcomes and
functioning.”

CREATING THE DIRECTORY

Early on in the social work research infrastructure development efforts supported by NIMH, NIMH staff
regularly tracked information on funded social work researchers, (for example, noting a growth from 38 to 97
between 1993 and 2000). However, since there is no NIH database that specifically tracks grantees by degree
or affiliation, there is no inclusive or accessible listing of social work grantees.

Therefore, in September 2004, IASWR, with assistance of an MSW Intern, embarked on a task to try to
identify the universe of grants awarded between 1993 and 2004. The development of this directory began by
merging lists provided by several NIH colleagues that identified funded research by social work principal
investigators. This was combined with more informal information gathered from social work researchers who
had received funding from NIH, and by requests of deans and directors, and by taking note of researchers
being credited in various publications and newsletters. The names on this list were then put into the
Computer Retrieval of Information on Scientific Projects (CRISP) database for NIH
(http://crisp.cit.nih.gov/crisp/crisp_query.generate_screen). 1These initial listings were then expanded to include
complete information found in CRISP for these researchers. The information provided in this directory
includes the full name of the principal investigator, the grant number, the institute awarding the grant, the
grant mechanism, the title of the grant and the years for which the grant was awarded. Since 2004, IASWR has
continued to periodically update this information. These grants mainly focus on research awarded between
1993 and the present time, starting with the simultaneous expanded support for social work research at NIH
and the inception of IASWR.

ORGANIZATION OF THE DIRECTORY

This directory is organized by institute awarding the grants, with an alphabetical listing of researchers within
each institute. The list includes researchers at social work education programs and those researchers that
either self-identified or were identified through NIH’s database as having a social work degree (at the BSW,
MSW or doctoral level). Researchers have also been identified who are funded to train social work

1 UPDATE: CRISP is now part of the NIH Research Portfolio Online Reporting Tool (http://RePORT.nih.gov), which is
NIH’s new online gateway to NIH reports and other information resources
(http://projectreporter.nih.gov/reporter.cfm). Additional RePORT improvements will be made throughout the
duration of 2009 and will include new indexing and automated disease categorization methods, and more extensive
and flexible options for searching for grants and contracts that reflect current research.
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practitioners and researchers. Moreover, several research grants were identified from the CDC Center for
Injury Prevention and Control (CE), the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (HS), and the Division of
Associated and Dental Professions (AH), although the overall focus of this particular directory was NIH. A key
to the abbreviations of institutes/centers and mechanisms can be found in Appendix A.

IASWR recognizes that the information in this directory may still not include all funded social work
researchers or may include persons who have been misidentified as social workers. We apologize in advance
for any errors.

OVERVIEW OF GRANTS AWARDED

This directory has identified 680 total grants as of September 2009. A breakdown of information about the
number of grants, grantees and awarded research institution can be found below.

Table 1: Number of Total Grants

Grants 680

Grantees 339

Institutions 123



NIH SOCIAL WORK

Figure 1 demonstrates the number of grants awarded to social work researchers by year. This figure also
shows the variability in data collection and the effect that funding can have on the data captured. 1998 marks
the year that an internal NIH staff person who had tracked this information retired. The NIH budget also
doubled from 1998 to 2003.

A complete breakdown of the number of grants awarded to specific universities and research centers can be
found in Appendix B.
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The most frequently utilized funding mechanisms were R01, R03, R24, R21, T32, and F31. The total number of
grants by mechanism is seen below.

Table 2: Number of Grants by Mechanism

Mechanism Number of Grants Mechanism Number of Grants

A19 1 R15 1
D43 1 R18 5
F31 27 R21 30
F32 3 R24 56
HD5 1 R25 5
K01 19 R29 10
K02 7 R34 2
K05 3 R36 2
K07 2 R37 1
K08 3 R41 5
K20 1 R43 8
K23 2 R44 11
K24 1 R49 1
M01 4 R55 1
P01 5 S06 2
P20 3 T32 27
P30 10 T34 8
P50 14 U01 13
P60 4 U10 5
R01 248 U18 1
R03 85 U49 1
R10 2 U50 1
R13 16 U54 1

TOTAL 659
Note: Some grants are missing mechanism information so total here does not equal total number of grants.

The institutes at NIH that most frequently funded social work research were NIMH (316), NIDA (173),
NIAAA (48), NICHD (32), NIA (34), and NCI (28).


