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Dear Conference Attendees,

I would like to personally “Thank You” for attending our 10" Annual
Education Conference here in Palm Harbor, Florida. During the early
part of this year, our President Arlyn Adinolfi became sick and is on the
long road of recovery. | would ask that each one of us keep Arlyn and
her family in our prayers. Being a foster & adoptive parent is a difficult
job and responsibility; sometime we tend to focus solely on the kids in
our care and let our emotional and physical needs go unresolved.

During the course of this year’s Education Conference, you will have the opportunity
to laugh and learn from a large range of exciting educators who will help you stay
focused and current on changes in the child welfare system. Serving Florida’s kids is
one of the most rewarding and exciting opportunities that a person can do in their
lifetime. In Florida, Caregivers (foster, adoptive, relative and non-relative parents) are
true silent angels. They are given a child that has been removed from family and asked
to give this child some sort of normalcy in their life. We ask that the next time you see
one of these angels tell them how much you appreciate the hard work and dedication
that they do for Florida’s kids twenty four hours a day and day seven days a week.

As our state slogan goes, “Hand and Hand ...Together We Can.”

For the Foster & Adoptive Parents and the kids in their care,

David Hall .
David Hall, GRI oy,
Acting President ° @ %

Florida State Foster & Adoptive Parent Association
772-201-9701

www.fsfapa.org

The State Voice of Foster & Adoptive Parents

Florida State Foster/Adoptive
Parent Association, Inc.

In Appreciation

Florida State Foster Adoptive Parent Association
g2dzf R tA1S (2 SEGSYR
Hillsborough Kids, Inc.
for their partnership and support of the
2009 Educational Conference.
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2009 Conference is Hosted By
Hillsborough County Foster Parent Association

D

hillsborough county foster parent association

MISSION

To promote and uphold the true value of Foster Parents and their
tender care of the children in the System of Care.

Monthly meetings held on the first (1st) Saturday of each month at 10 am at
The Children’s Board, 1002 E. Palm Avenue, Tampa, FL 33605

We offer monthly training, access to 2 local food banks, free respite program,
free USDA foods, email group site and donated items from Bed, Bath and
Beyond, Bealls, Home Depot, Guess Jeans and others from gifts in kind.
HCFPA free Functions such as: Breakfast with Santa, Mother's Day Breakfast,
Skate nights, Easter Celebration, Fall Frenzy and much more. EVERYONE IS
WELCOME!

President: Kimberly Hernandez
15t VP; Herald Perez
2" VP; Deborah Munoz

Recording Secretary: Mershell Godbolt
Corresponding Secretary: Wendy C. Williams
Treasurer: Tommy Joiner
Asst. Treasurer: Shelia Truffa

Parliamentarian: Betsy McFarland

www.hcfpa.org


http://www.hcfpa.org/

FAST Foster Allegation Support Team
1-800FASTL19

FASsupports foster parents through the pain and fear of the allegation, clarifies the
process, provides clearer communication, helps the children avoid the trauma and
helps retain foster homes.

FASTprovides an immediate response as well as support to foster parents when an
allegation has been, or might be, brought against them.

1 FASWVolunteers will be there when any foster parent asks for help or support.

FASWVolunteers keep you informed of the procedures and the processes a foster par-
ent can expect during an investigation.

FASWVolunteers work toward better investigations, more compassion, tolerance and
respect for foster parents, children and families.

FASWVolunteers have a firm commitment to maintain the confidentiality of the re-
ports.

FASWVolunteers support and help, which means listening to foster parents when they
have a need to vent a sense of hurt, anger and shock at what has happened to them.

FASWVolunteers never allow themselves to get involved in name calling, accusations,
or other counterproductive behaviors which may cause foster parents to stray.

FASWVolunteers help foster parents learn the concept of "fair fighting". You must
remember to treat the other side with absolute respect and insist on the same.

FASWVolunteers help foster parents gain an attitude of honest and straightforward
integrity which allows their point to be viewed.

PURPOSE

Our goal is to provide support to the foster parent when allegations have been, or might
be brought against them.

It is important to keep foster parents informed of the procedures and the process
through which an allegation will take them.

We provide support without judgment and in an environment which is as nondestructive
as possible for the foster parents and their families.

1
1
1
1
1
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Begin a dated, written journal of events and communications.
Keep good records.

Insist on giving full input into the investigations.

Call the FAST hotline for immediate support.

Request assistance from department in explaining to the children what is happening
and why.

Maintain your sense of professionalism as foster parents.

Cooperate with the investigation

FSFAPA Board

Executive Committee

President
Arlyn Adinolfi
On medical leave

Acting President
Executive Vice President
David Hall,GRI
772-201-9701
davidhallrealtor@aol.com

Secretary

Trudy Petkovich
305-213-6627
petkovij@bellsouth.net

Treasurer

Harriett Wynn
904-887-7571
hwynn65833@aol.com

Regional Vice President's

Suncoast Region
Betty Clem

Home: 941-755-3548
Cell: 941-448-0385
williamclem@aol.com

Southern Region
Patricia lania
772-924-7042
Angelhrtac@aol.com

Northeast Region
Delores "Dee" Wilson
904-294-6032
deewil4@yahoo.com

CentralRegion
Jerry Pitzer
321-299-2295
jerryfpl@aol.com

South Region

Mary Burton

305-924-5858

786-312-3651
maryandcalvin@bellsouth.net

Panhandle Region

Lillie Blackshear
904-751-9611
Blackshearqueenb@aol.com

lh

Advisor's ( Ad Hoc Members)

Mike Cusick

Florida Coalition for Children
850-561-1102
mike@flchildren.org

Donna Krauser

Hillsborough Kids, Inc.

813-225-1105
donna.krauser@hillsboroughkids.org

Stacey Cleveland

DCF Liaison

850-921-8833
Stacey_Cleveland@dcf.state.fl.us

Standing Committees
Education Conference Chair
Kimberly Hernandez
kimh@hcfpa.org

Adoption
Christopher Goncalo
cgoncalo@msn.com

Financial
Harriett Wynn

Foster Allegation Support Team
Eddie Easter

813-389-7485
FAST4help@yahoo.com

Fund Raising
Nancy Krizen
nkrizen@yahoo.com

Independent Living
Nancy Krizen

Bylaws

Grant Writing
Membership
Newsletter
Relative/Kinship Care
Webmaster

vacant

Ad Hoc Committees

Awards/Nominations
Donna Krauser

Awareness Day
Dee Wilson

http://www.fsfapa.org
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Conference Sponsors

Platinum

Hillsborough Kids, Inc.
Florida Department of Children & Families

Gold

Children’s Home Society
Gulf Coast Community Care
Sarasota Family YMCA/Safe Children Coalition

Silver

Devereux

Family Support Services of North Florida

We would also like to thank the following for their support of the
conference:

Frito Lay Key West Express

Mote Marine Laboratory Cheese Cake Factory
Grand Hyatt Tampa Bay LifeShare, Inc..
Lowry Park Zoo
Busch Gardens Camelot Community Care

MOSI IMAX Dome The Florida Coalition of Children
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Dinosaur World Children’s Home, Inc.

Thank
You!
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11:00 AM- 12:15 PM

Youth and Family Alternatives, Inc..

Salon X Rights of Foster Parents and Coukppointed Custodians in Florida Depend-
ency Proceedings (Part B)
Alan I. Mishael, Esq., Private Attornégontinuation of morning session)

Salon VII Keeping Children Safer While in Car@art B
Suzette Newcomer (Continuation of morning session)

Salon IX Strategies for Maintaining Placement and Preventing Disruptive Movements
of Adolescent Foster Care Children
Ashley Mills, M.Ed., LPC, Program Development Manager, Youth Villages

Salon V. RAD- Reactive Attachment Disorder
Sharon Carlson, NFPA arala PeytonAFPAGProgram Director
An overview of attachment disorders and what be done to effectively help children who
are correctly diagnosed.

12:30- 3:00 PM
Edinburgh Awards Luncheon
Ballroom Speakers: Debbie Wooten
Sade Smith

Silent Auction conclusion and
winner announcement.

3:30-4:45 PM

Salon V  Foster Care Licensing Update
Stacey Cleveland, Department of Children and Families

Learn about recent initiatives in foster care.

Salon IX Water Safety
Jerry Pitzer

Salon VIl Longest Waiting Teens project
Kathy Waters, Director of Adoptions, DCF

100 Longest Waiting Teens Project has resulted in adoptive placements for over 20
youth.

Salon X FAST Basic Class (Foster Parent Allegation Support Team)
Eddie Easter, FSFAPA FAST Representative

Learn what to do when an allegation is made.
Event Starts at Sunset
Loch Ness DIVE In Movie

Pool Free Popcorn, face painting, glow necklaces.
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8:00-9:00 AM

Salon V  President Council
Open to all Foster & Adoptive Parent Association Presidents and board members. Net-
work with your Regional VP and State Executive VP on issues effecting you locally.

8:30 AM-5:30 PM

Salon Il Vendor Exhibits Open

9:00-9:30 AM

Edinburgh Continental Breakfasfadults only)
Ballroom

9:30-10:45 AM

Salon IX 7 Special Strengths for School Success: How Foster Parents Can Help
Steve Rios, Ed.D., Florida State University
Eager to help your foster children (and bio children) get to college? This workshop,

based on a study of high-achieving foster children, will use role playing to learn innova-
tive ways to help children and adolescents succeed in school.

Salon V Learn the Basics about Florida Adoption Subsidy and other Florida Benefits

Kathy Waters, Director of Adoptions, DCF

Basics regarding negotiation of an initial subsidy and request for increase; based on
Florida statute and administrative rule. Other adoption benefits explained: tuition

waiver program, federal tax credit, medical subsidy, post adoption services, federal
college loan applications when child is adopted at age 13+.

Salon X Rights of Foster Parents and Coukppointed Custodians in Florida Depend-
ency Proceedings (Part A)
Alan I. Mishael, Esq., Private Attorney
PART A: Addresses widespread misconceptions regarding relative preferences, the role

of foster parents in hearings, the availability of open adoption solutions, procedural
protections in adoption disputes, and other issues. (Part B presented at 1:453:00 PM)

Salon VII Keeping Children Safer While in Car@Part A

Suzette Newcomer, Outreach Mgr., Nat. Cen. for Missing & Exploited Childrer

PART A: Interactive session addressing how effects of trauma on children in out of
home care places them at risk for abduction, exploitation, running away and being
thrown away. Internet safety addressed. Skills given to teach children to take responsi-
bility for their safety. (Part B presented at 1:453:00 PM)

10:00 AM- 12:00 PM

Stirling  HCFPA Association Meetingp(ons P and Q)

Hall Hillsborough County Foster Parent Association

(next to Observe a successful foster parent association meeting and watch how this
Edinburgh thriving group (which serves over 200 families) operates.

Hall)

Child Care Information

Friday, June 12 & Saturday, June 13

8:30 AM-5:30 PM

Royal Infant and Toddler CareAges 0 4

Aberdeen Please label all bottles, formula, bags, snacks, diapers etc.
Lodge 22

Stirling  Kids Camp Ages 5 12

Hall Breakfast, lunch and snack will be served.
Next to . . .
Edinburgh  Children cannot sign themselves in or out.
Hall

Stirling Teen CampAges 13 17

Hall Breakfast, lunch and snack will be served.
Next to . . .
Edinburgh ~ Children cannot sign themselves in or out.
Hall

PARENT®IUSTGIVEMEDICATIONOCHILDREN
ANDBEAVAILABLBYCELIPHONEATALLTIMES

Family Activities
Innisbrook offers a variety of Family Activities. Please get additional information on
services, costs and times available:

1  Complimentary Miniature Putting Course and Natural Grass Putting Course are
available to all Resort Guests.

Complimentary Junior Golf Clinics.
Fishing equipment rentals available in both Adult and Kids rods and reels.

The Fox Squirrel Golf Course

= =4 =4 -

Playground with Lil’ Tykes equipment, Big Toy forts, swings and covered picnic
area.
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Basketball, Volleyball, Shuffleboard, Tennis and Racquetball
1  Jogging Course and Nature Trails

1  Six heated swimming pools. Loch Ness Monster Pool with water slides, water falls
and hot tub.



Guest Speakers

Debbie Wooten
Keynote SpeakerNFPA

Debbie’s story is a vision of how the human spirit can pre-
vail. She developed polio at five months and experienced
poverty, abuse, family alcoholism and suicide in her youth.

Debbie’s speaking career began in 1988 when she joined a
local Toastmaster’s group. A year later she won the Na-
tional Toastmaster’s award for best speaker. Too poor to
attend the banquet, she “dined” on MacDonald’s in the
parking lot until the awards ceremony.

Over the years Debbie has gained fans galore, she has
spoken at hundreds of schools and organizations with consistent standing ovations,
and has raised FIVE successful young adults (and the doctors said she’d never be
able to have kids!). If you're looking for a force of nature instead of just a speaker,
Debbie is your lady.

Sade Smith
Former Foster Youth
Youth Development Specialist, Independent Living Services

Sade entered Florida’s Foster care system at the age of 10. She real-
ized early that education was the key to all of her goals and dreams.
Upon graduating from high school she attended the University of
South Florida and graduated in 2009 with a degree in Interdisciplinary
Social Science. Sade has been accepted into the Masters Program at
Howard University where she will further her aspirations by majoring
in Guidance and Counseling. Her future endeavors include becoming

a Guidance Counselor and mentoring youth by instilling in them the importance of
obtaining an education.

Friday AJune 12, 2009

(continued)

1:45-3:00 PM €ontinuation)
SalonV tfl & {Saairzya (2 LYLNRBGS / KAf{RNByQa
Mary T. McDaniels, MSW, A Brighter Community, Inc.

Learn how evidenced-informed play therapy and filial therapy interventions improve
attachment & behavior for children in care or transitioning to adoptive placements.

Edinburgh Don't Hit, Outwit
Ballroom Debbie Wooten

West Debbie take her session attendees on an imaginary trip back to their childhood and
retrains them to use her home grown psychology instead of corporeal punishment.
3:15-4:30 PM

Sharon Carlson
National Foster Parent Association, Board Member
Adoptive & Foster Parent Assoc. of Georgia, Ex. Director
Sharon Carlson is the current Executive Director for AFPAG, serves on the National

Board as member at large and Conference Chair. She is the co-founder of ESP-
Providing Skills for Foster Parents.

She has 40 years experience as a Foster and Adoptive Parent. During this time,
Sharon has provided care for over 130 foster children, 7 birth children, 5 adopted
children, and ten grandchildren.

Edinburgh Children with Sexual Behavioral Problems

Ballroom 2 Aff AFY &/ KALE w2elftfs [/{2% ¢KSNI LY

West Larry Cooper, Program Manager, The Children's Home, Inc.

Presentation will offer participants the basics about sexual abuse and sexual behavior
problems related to children in the foster care system.

Salon V  Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders Overview (FASD)
Anika Trancik, Child Clinical Psychologist, Florida Center FASD Clinic

Learn about early identification of FAS, challenges FAS children experience, the im-
portance of appropriate referrals, and a brief intro on promising interventions .

Salon X Working With Birth Parents
Sharon Carlson, National Foster Parent Association

Vala PeytofAFPAG, Program Director

Interactive workshop where you can voice your concerns about children going “home.”
shared parenting discussed to help foster parents plan for reunification.

Salon VIl Positive Management Behavior Problems: A 3 Step Process
NI 526y3 .SKFEGA2NIf LYGSNBSyiGAzZY
Provides a positive approach for foster parents to manage children’s behavior prob-
lems that continue to persist despite negative consequences.

4:30-6:30 PM  Dinner on Own

6:30-8:00 PM

Edinburgh General Membership Meeting
Ballroom  All foster parents in the state of Florida are members and are invited to attend.
Update from the NFPA by Sharon Carlson, member at large.

8:30 PM-9:30 PM

Edinburgh Teen Rap: The Darkest Day
Ballroom Harriett Wynn, FSFAPA Treasurer
Discuss how it feels to be removed from home and what it’s like to live in foster care.

(



10:45 AM-

Friday AJune 12, 2009

(continued from page 9)

12:00 PM

Salon VIl Subsidized Adoption and the Federal Tax Credit

Joe Kroll, Executive Director, NACAC

As more “at risk” children are placed, adoption subsidies and the Federal tax credits are
often the primary means families have to provide services for their children. Hear basic
info on eligibility, benefits, negotiating strategy, tax credits, & administrative hearings.

Salon X

Foster Parents and the Courtyour rights when advocating for the child in

your care

Joanne M. Brown, MSW, JD, Consultant for Nat. Child Welfare Resource Cen
on Legal and Judicial Issues, Center for Children & the Law, American Bar As

The vital role of foster parents in abuse and neglect cases through the eyes of the court
--- rights and responsibilities.

Salon V

Advocacy Training: The Four Seasons of Advocacy
{dzYYSNI t FTSATFFSNE 5AND 2F D2gd wSft I

Skills & tools advocates need to be effective. Advocacy isn’t just for professionals, it’s in
all of us or we wouldn’t do what we do. Learn the players, process, how to get involved.

Salon IX

12:00 AM-

Using your Circuit Administrator as a Resource
Dr. William "Jack" Sidoran, EdD
Circuit 18 AdministratorBrevard/Seminole Counties

Learn how to access resources from your local Circuit Administrator Office that are
available for foster and adoptive children.

1:30 PM Lunch on Own

1:45- 3:00 PM €ontinues on next page)

Salon X

Navigating Educational Systems for Children in Foster Care
Kelli Stocker, LMHC, Hillsborough Kids, Inc.
Marlene Bloom, Ph.OXhe Children's Home, Inc.

Issues confronted by foster children in public schools. Learn how to navigate the IEP
process, and advocate for children’s needs in the school system.

Salon VII

Transracial Parenting
Joe Kroll, Executive Director, NACAC
A parent who adopted transracially shares his personal and professional experiences,

NACAC's Transracial Self Awareness tool, parenting techniques, and other resources to
help you self-assess whether you are prepared to parent transracially.

Salon IX

FAST Basic Class (Foster Parent Allegation Support Team)
Eddie Easter, FSFAPA FAST Representative

Learn what to do when an allegation is made.

Additional sessions continue on next page.

Guest Speakers

Nicholas B. Cox

SunCoast Regional Director, Dept. of Children & Families

Nick Cox serves as Regional Director for the SunCoast Region of
the Department of Children and Families since March 2007.

Formerly an attorney for the law firm of Bush, Graziano & Rice,

Mr. Cox began his service as a homicide and capital crimes
prosecutor with the Hillsborough County State Attorney's Office.

K; He then joined the Florida Attorney General’s Office, Children’s

J
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' [/ | Legal Services Division where he handled termination of paren-
tal rights matters. He also served as the Tampa Economic
Crimes Bureau Chief for the Attorney General’s Office from 1997 to 2003, and
acted as Regional Deputy Attorney General for Central Florida. While in that posi-
tion, he was appointed to serve as legal advisor to the Criminal Justice Standards
and Training Commission, which is made up of law enforcement officers, wardens,
sheriffs and chiefs-of-police. His service with the Attorney General’s office was
under the leadership of Bob Butterworth and Governor Charlie Crist.

Mr. Cox also served from 2003-2006 as a professor at the Stetson University Col-
lege of Law in St. Petersburg. He continues as a member of the faculty teaching as
an adjunct to this day.

Mr. Cox’s commitment to the well-being of children extends to the welfare of
senior citizens in the community. He is the Chairman of the Board of Seniors vs.
Crime, Inc. - a non-profit organization affiliated with the Office of the Attorney
General that is comprised of volunteer senior citizens who assist law enforcement
in the detection and investigation of crimes against the elderly.

Mr. Cox was born and raised in Tampa, graduated from Jesuit High School, and
earned his BA at the University of South Florida. He earned his law degree at
Washburn University in Topeka, Kansas. He is married and has three children.

Florida Department of
Children & Families

lh



Innisbrook Resort and Golf Club Thursday A June 11, 2009
Meeting Rooms

12:00 PM
I Salon | FSFAPA Board Meeting
KITCHEN
= 5:00 PM- 9:00 PM
T Salon Ill Vendor Exhibits
[ 6:00 PM
Foyer Registration Desk Open
EBTFER%GMH Edinburgh Silent Auction Open for Viewing
CARDEN EAST Ballroom
LAWN

6:30 PM- 8:30 PM

Edinburgh Welcome ReceptiorfAdults)
Ballroom
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Salon VIl Welcome ReceptioriChildren)
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Friday A June 12, 2009

Innisbrook Resort Shuttle
Innisbrook offers shuttle service anywhere in the resort in their 15 passenger shuttle.

8:30 AM- 5:30 PM
Salon IlI Vendor Exhibits

1 Hours are 6:00 AM to Midnight.

1 For shuttle pick-up: Dial 0 (call 15 minutes in advance)

9:00 AM-9:30 AM

Edinburgh Continental Breakfastadults only)
1 Please remember to specify wheelchair accessible shuttle if needed. Ballroom

1 Call bellman for shuttle service after midnight.

9:30 AM- 10:30 AM
Honeymoon Beach Shuttle Schedule: Edinburgh Opening Ceremony
Make it a day at the beach! Complimentary Beach Service to and from Honeymoon Ballroom Nicholas B. Cox
Island State Park: SunCoast Regional Director, Department of Children and Families

1 Departure times from Innisbrook: 9:30 AM, 1:30 PM

1 Return times from Honeymoon Beach: 2:00 PM and 4:00 PM. CNARF&Qa A0KSRdA S O2yiA



