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Newsletter of the Agassiz Neighborhood Council
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AN C News

NOTES FROM THE APRIL 16 MEETING

Residents Seek Improved Postal Service
Severalmonths ago,in connectionwith the
efforts of residentCarole Weinhaus,Council
membersdiscussedhe quality of serviceat the
Harvard Squareand Porter Squarebranchesof
the US Postal Service. A number of council
members complainedof long wait times at
what appearedto be understaffedPost Offices,
and the lossof self-servicanachineaccessat
Porter.

To addresgheseissues,banneKillackey-
Hogan, Community RelationsCoordinator for
the Boston District Post Office, attendedthe
council meetingto listento residentsproblems
and inform residentsabout PostalServiceissues
and improvements. Ms. Killackey-Hogantold
the council, “We are interestedin providing
improved serviceto the residentsof Cambridge.
We’'retrying to developa strongerpresencen
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the neighborhoods,and hope to createdialogue
within the community”

On the path to providing better service Ms.
Killackey-Hoganexplainedthat Cambridge
alreadyhasan existing CustomerAdvisory
Council with representativesor eachneighbor-
hood. Sheis currently seekingto fill six vacan
cieson the council, which meetsmonthly. Also,
Cambridgehasa new acting PostmasterCathy
Barsotti. As many PostOffice decisionsare
madeon the nationallevel,Ms. Killackey-
Hogan noted the importance of receivinglocal
feedback. “When we get feedbackywe listen,”
shestated,"We'reworking to be responsiveto
our customersneeds.

Ms. Weinhausthanked Ms. Killackey-Hoganfor
attendingthe meeting,stating,“T here hasbeen
markedimprovementsincewe first voiced our
concerns.

Concluding her visit, Ms. Killackey-Hogantook
note of the issuedisted below. Residentswith
specificissuesshould contact her directly at
(617) 575-8738, providing their namesand
addresseso that shecanresearchdeliveryrelat-
ed problems.

Members of the Council voiced the following

NEXT ANC MONTHL Y MEETING

MAY 21- 7:30 PM
Baldwin School Cafeteria
28 Sacramento Street
(Press buzzer for entry)

AGENDA

The Council will vote to approve the slate for
the 2008 Board of Directors. All are welcome
to attend, meet the Board, and enjoy light
refreshments.
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concerns:

» Longwait times

» Padkagedelivery noticesarriving late
or not at all

* Mail frequentlymis-delivered

* Residentswould like postalrates
postedat Porter

» Mail often arrivestoo late in day for a
home business

* Residentsrequesta visible clock at
Harvard Square

* Residentsaskthat postalworkers
refrain from depositingrubber bands
on the sidewalks

* Residentsrequesta scaleand new self-
servicemachineat Porter

Board Nominees To Be Announced

Board Co-chairs Miriam Goldberg and Andrea
Walshinformed the council that the Nomin-
ating Committee for the board will sendnotice
of the Nominee Slateonceit hasbeencon-
firmed. This notice will be sentvia emailto
attendeesof the April AN C meeting,and print-
edin the May Whistler.

Lesley Development

Notes from Lesley/Community Working Group
Meeting

Membersof the L esley/Community Working
Group recently discussedhe community’sreac
tion to the proposedrelocation of the Art
Institute of Boston (Al B) to the corner of Mass.
Ave.and RoselandStreet. While they reported

Fred Meyer, Realtor
83 Hammond Street,(617) 876-1200

Owner, University Real Estate,
overlooking Harvard Square.
2000 PresidentMA Realtors.
Licensedreal estateappraiser

SeeALL your choices,
from all real estatecompanies:

harvardyard.com
agassizcambridg e.com

generallyfavorablereactions residentsalsofelt
L esleyUniversity wasattempting to fit too
much programming at the North Prospect
Church location, and that the proposednew
building wastoo large.

In addition to other suggestionstesidentsasked
L esleyto shareits long-rangeplansfor their
other Porter Squareproperties(two parking lots
acrossfrom University Hall on Mass.Ave.),so
that the community can considerthe Al B proj-
ectwithin the context of L esley’sdevelopment
plansin the Square.

Bill Doncaster,L esleyUniversity Director of
Community Relations,stated,“T his hasbeena
positive processand we want to keepthe entire
list of what the neighborssuggestedntact. All
neighbors arewelcometo contact me with
guestionsabout the new Al B building at (617)
349-8525!

Principles of Development

Council membersdiscussedand offeredsugges
tions to strengthenthe documenttitled,
“Principlesof DevelopmentregardingL esley
University Expansion,’composedby long-time
residentand community activist Willie
Bloomstein.Mr. Bloomsteinstated,"When we
approachinstitutions like L esleyin a reasonable,
appropriate,firm and consistentmanner,good
things can happen. Our hope is that President
Moore will collaborate with uson along-term
strategicrelationship. JustasL esleyhasthe
opportunity to do somethingamazingat Porter
Squarewe havean opportunity to transform
our relationshipwith the University”

Mr. Bloomsteinclarified that Lesleyis awareof
this documentand hasagreedto discusst with
the community onceit isready The document
presentssix principalsand seekso provide a
structurefor future conversations. The princi-
plesareasfollows:

1. Each Lesleyproject should be
reviewedwithin the context of the
University’sMaster Plan.

2. Lesleyprojectsshould be designed
and built with the goal of improving,
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not diminishing, quality-of-life in our
neighborhood.

3. Lesleyprojectson Mass.Ave.should
be designedto preserveand enhance
the scaleretail use,and neighbor-
hood-focusedcommercialcharacter
of the Avenue.

4. Lesley'scapitalimprovementsand
day-to-dayoperationsshould emulate
asgreena University aspossible,
consistentwith cost-effectivetechnol-
ogy and infrastructureconstraints.

5. Lesley,working with the neighbor
hood and the City, should preparea
comprehensiveconstruction mitiga-
tion plan for all projects.

6. Lesleyshoulddevelopintegrated
transportationstrategiedo accom
modateits expandedmulti-site cam-
pus.

During the discussionof the document, rest
dentsreiteratedthat the Principleswould be
usedasatool to assistwith, but not replace,
direct face-to-face conversationand negotiations
aboutindividual projects. Board Director
Miriam Goldberg stated,"While this is a tem-
perate,well-constructeddocument,it’s impor-
tant to be awarethat there will still be areasof
conflict. We expectthat there will continueto
be opposingpoints of view betweenL esley
University and the neighborhood?

Bill Doncasternoted that the University'scam-
pustoucheson many neighborhoods;discus
sionswith one neighborhoodgroup can easily
impact others, making negotiationsproblematic.
Further, he adknowledgedthat no document
would preventresidentsfrom speakingfor or
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againstany proposal requiring City approval.
The Council voted unanimouslyin support of
the conceptof the Principlesof Development.
A first draft will be circulatedto the greater
Agassizcommunity with an introductory letter
to solicit input and commentsfrom neighbor-
hood residentsabout the content and wording.
(Pleasdind a copy included with the hard copy
edition of this newsletter)

ANC/ABC Name Change Discussion
Continued

Miriam Goldberg and Andrea Walsh,Co-chairs,
reportedthe Board’sposition about updating
the agency’snamein a way that is appropriate
to and representativeof both Board and
Council.

The Board feelsthat the organization’soriginal
name,AgassizNeighborhood Council, no
longer fully reflectsthe Board’sfiduciary respon
sibilitiesand the agency’sunction asa provider
of citywide programsand services.However,
both Board and Council agreedthat taking sep
aratenameswould divide the organization.

The Council and Board will continueto discuss
and work on this issue.

AB C Community

ABC ANNU AL MEETING

On WednesdayMay 21,the council will vote to
approvethe slate(seebelow) for the 2008
Board of Directors.

Officersfor a one-yearterm:
Andrea Walsh,Co Chair
Miriam Goldberg, Co-Chair
Hull Fulweiler, Clerk
Maria Montgomery, Treasurer

Directors for a two-year term:
Andrea Walsh,EustisStreet
Miriam Goldberg, Frost Street
StephenDiamond, Frost Street
Fred Meyer, Hammond Street
Anna Eckert, Kirkland Street



TheWhistler!May! 2008 -4-

Maria Montgomery, CambridgeTrust,
1720 Mass.Ave. Branth

The board thanksthe Directors who will retire
in May:
Burton Doo, Director
DeniseDussault, Treasurer

All are encouraged to attend and meet the
Board. Light refreshmentswill be served.

What: Annual Meeting
When: WednesdayMay 21,7:30PM
Where: Baldwin School Cafeteria,28

SacramentoStreet,Cambridge

NEIGHBORHOOD STREET CLEANING
Preparedby CambridgeDPW

The StreetCleaningDivision is responsiblefor
maintaining cleanpublic waysthrough a con-
tractual (currently Millennium Sweeper)street
sweepingoperationthat runs from April
through Decemberead year.

Two contract sweepersare usedto cleanboth
residentialstreetsand major City squaresThe
City squaresare cleanedvery earlyin the morn-
ing (between4:00AM and 8:00 AM). Approx-
imately 11,000streetmiles are cleanedead
year,with over 5,000tons of streetrefuseis col-
lected.

The streetsweepingschedulefor the Agassiz
neighborhoodis asfollows: everythird Monday,
from April to Decemker, the odd side of the
streetswill be cleaned. Evensideswill be
cleanedeverythird Tuesday For more informa-
tion, or the full schedulecall (617) 349-4800 or
visit the Public Works Departmentwebsiteat
www.cambridgema.gov/TheWorks/.

SACRAMENT O STREET BLOCK PARTY
Preparedby Tyler Graham Neill

Jin your neighborson Sunday,May 18, from
1:00-5:00PM, in a celebrationof springand
good will. The block party will be a laid-badk
opportunity to meetead other, with musicand

fun activitiesfor kids agesl to 92. Somefood
will be provided, but we encourageyou to feel
freeto bring food to share. The streetwill be

blockedfor all but local traffic for the duration
of the party.

Email tyler.g.neill@gmail.conto help makethis
eventhappen!

NEW BALD WIN SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

CambridgePublic SchoolsSuperintendent
ThomasFowler-Finn announcedthe appoint
ment of Rebeccavydunaasprincipal of the
Baldwin Schoolto be effectiveJuly1, 2008.

A 2008 graduateof the Harvard University
GraduateSchool of Education School

L eadershipProgram,Ms. Vyduna previously
taught bilingual third gradein the Westdale
School District in Northlake, lllinois, and addi-
tionally taught kindergartenat Colegio
Interamericanoin GuatemalaCity, Guatemala.
Sheis currently completing her administrative
leadershipinternship at the Tucker School in
Milton with additional experiencein the Boston
Public Schools. Ms. Vlydunais fluent in Spanish,
and alsoholds a BA degreein Educationfrom
the University of lllinois.

NSTAR ELECTRIC FOLLO WUP
Preparedby Astrid Dodds, Resident

Nearthe end of March, | polled eight of my
immediateneighbors to seehow many had
beengetting phone alertsfrom Nstar prior to
electricalpower interruptions. The resultwas
50-50. Basedon that (I thought) dispiriting
result,l askedApril Whistler readersto email
me abouttheir experience. Of the eight or nine

Mina Alonso Hathaway

TFrzzh Fond
&
E L{E‘.f //

1798a Mass Ave.
Cambridge, MA 02140

617.491.5865
wiww freshpondballet.com
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readerswho respondedall but one said s/he
had receiveda phone alert. Thank you to those
respondentsput it soundsasthough my theory
of awidespreadproblem is baseless.

Meanwhile, there wasan hour+ power interrup-
tion at about2 AM on WednesdayApril 30.
Becausd got no warning, | askedthe City
Electricianif it wasa plannedinterruption. It
wasNOT. As of late April 30, he said there was
an "undergroundcablefault and Nstar is work-
ing to fix the problem’ Meanwhile we have
been"switched to anothercircuit." When we
are "switched bad to normal, there may be a
momentary power outage. . . customersshould
receiveprior notice beforethe switchover.”

If you aren't sureif Nstar hasan accuratephone
numberto match your electricaccount,get your
lastbill and contact Nstar Customer Serviceat 1
(800) 592-2000,0r email your accountnumber
and and phone number to
customerservice@Nstacom.

Agassiz Afterschool

Programs

ABC SCHOOL PROGRAMS BID
FAREWELL AND HELLO

At the end of April, ABC

said farewellto School Age

Director, Andrea Bellomo.

Ms. Bellomo wasinstrumen

tal in recharging our passion

for the artsat Agassiz

Afterschool. Her knowledge

of project basedlearning,and artistic vision
helped makethe “Flying Zucchini Cafe”a
resoundingsuccess.We will missher energy
and wish her successn her moveto the US'’s
other windy city, Chicago.

In May, we will welcome JacyEdelman asthe
new Scdool Age Director for our arts-based
afterschooland summerprograms. Ms.
Edelmanearnedher BA in English Literature
from WellesleyCollege,aswell asan M Ed in

CreativeArts in Learningfrom Lesley
University.

Terry DeLancey,Executive

Director, looks forward to Ms.
Edelmanbringing her talent

and backgroundto the ABC

community. Shestates,'Ms.

Edelmanwill be working with

a greatteam of teachersand wonderful students,
with a focuson project basedlearning.l am par-
ticularly excitedabout Ms. Edelmanworking
with the Baldwin Schoolto fostercomplemen
tary learning’

Ms. Edelmanstates’l am thrilled to join the
AgassizBaldwin Community asthe new
School-AgeDirector! | look forward to working
with the students parents,teachersand com-
munity membersthat makethis programsucha
vibrant afterschoolexperience And | am espe
cially excitedto forge tieswith artistsand
organizationsin the community in order to
maintain the bestof local arts programming at
ABC."

AFTERSCHOOL OPEN HOUSE

You areinvited to attend the AgassizAfter-
school'sOpen House on WednesdayMay 7th
from 5:30-7:00PM at the Baldwin Elementary
School,28 SacramentoStreet.

The openhousewill featurea puppet perform-
anceby Afterschool studentsat 6:00 PM, aswell
ashighlights from this year’sprojects. Meet

Peter J Meyersohn, CFP
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new Sdahool Age Director JacyEdelmanand
enjoy facepainting, weaving,and healthy
snadks.

ABC BBQ 2008 IN JUNE

Our Annual Badkyard Barbeque will be held this
yearon Wednesday,June4th from 5:30to 7:30
PM outbackof 20 SacramentcStreet. Children
must be accompaniedby adults.

Hotdogs, hamburgersyeggieoptions and drinks
provided. Feelfreeto bring the following: side
dishes fruits, salads,dessertsand chips.

For more information, call (617) 349-6287.

INTR ODUCING ARTS - DEBBIE
O'CARROLL'S MAGICAL THEATER

Magician Debbie O’'Carroll [
will preform “Magic
Library,” a captivatingplay |
that celebrateghe joys of
readingand writing. Ms.
O’Carroll playsDebra
Cadabra,a woman who
getslost in the library. There she,with the audr
ence'shelp, exploresdifferentkinds of children's
literature. Togetherthey composea fairy tale,a
biography,a mystery,a cookbook, a science
book, and a volume of poetry.

When: May 14,2:00PM

Where: Baldwin School Stage 28
SacramentoStreet

Tickets: Afterschool groupsfree,$2 per

Consulting and Design

rden Coach sw
SeijaHalva, PhD

1-781-389-161
www .gardenconsult.com

person,$5 per family

Schoolgroupspleasecall ahead. For more
information, call (617) 349-6287.

OCEAN LIFE ART EXHIBIT

Pleaseenjoy thesephotos from the opening
receptionof SacramentoSt. Preschool’'2008 art
exhibit “OceanLife”

City Wide

GOGREEN MONTH
Preparedby CambridgeCommunity Development
Department

GoGreenMonth occursannuallyin May andis
amonth-long celebrationof transportation
options, recycling,and energyconservation.
Eventsinclude Bike Weekcelebrationscom-
muter appreciationdays,transportationfairs,
and presentationof the GoGreen Business
awardsfor outstandingenvironmentalefforts.

For more information about GoGreen month



TheWnhistler!May! 2008 -7-

andthe GoGreenawards,contact Stephanie
Anderbergat (617) 349-4672,viathe CDD TTY
line at (617) 349-4621 or at
sanderkerg@cambridgema.gov

Seebelow for a GoGreenevent:

Cambridge Spring Bicycle Tour

Jin the CambridgeBicycle Committee for a
leisurelyride through the streetsof Cambridge
aspart of the city's annualGoGreen Month
activities.

The theme of this spring'sbike tour is trans-
portation history in Cambridgefrom pre-colo-
nial timesto the present(and maybe a glimpse
of the future.)

The ride will be escortedby the Cambridge
Police Department'sBike Patrol.

For more information, visit
www.cambridgebikes.orgbpring008/.

Where: Startingfrom Cambridge
Common
When: May 17, gatherat 10:00AM,

departat 10:30AM

CITY OF CAMBRIDGE CITYWIDE
HOLOCA UST COMMEMORA TION

Rememtering all thosewho perishedduring the
Holocaust,this year’'sprogram will againfeature
an interfaith eveningof music,candlelighting,
and remarks.Music presentedby the Cambridge
Community Chorus,clarinetistRay Jackendoff,
and Romani singerPetra Gelbart. Remarkswiill
be madeby Holocaust survivor JackTrompetter.
The programis freeand opento the public. For
more information, call (617) 349-4321.

When WednesdayMay 14th
7:00-8:30PM
Where Temple Beth Shalomof

Cambridge,8 Tremont Street,
Cambridge

Temple Beth Shalomis locatedon Tremont
Street,off Broadway,near Central Square.
Parking at St. Mary’s Church at Harvard and
Norfolk Streetsis available.

Sacramento
Street Gallery

THE LOVE MONSTER

Following the succes®f our Preschoolart
show, the SacramentoSt Gallery presents'T he
L ove Monster,” a bright, bold, and sometimes
scarycollection of works createdby Agassiz
Afterschool students. Don't missit!

Receptionon Monday, May 5th from 5:00to
6:00PM. Visit the show from May 5 to May
23, 2008.

Gallery hours: M-F, 9:00AM-5:00 PM



Community Calendar

May 2008
Monday, May 5 5:00- 6:00PM SacramentoSt. Gallery openingreceptionfor “The Love
Monster,” an art show by AgassizAfterschool students
WednesdayMay 7 5:30- 7:00PM Open House at AgassizAfterschool
WednesdayMay 14 6:00- 7:30PM ABC Board Meeting, 20 SacramentaSt, 2nd Floor

Publicwelcome

WednesdayMay 21 7:30- 9:00PM ANC Annual Meeting (seepagel for agenda)
Baldwin Sdool Cafeteria,28 SacramentadSt.
All arewelcome

Monday, May 26 Memorial Day Holiday, ABC Sctool Programsand Office
closed

The Whistler is publishedmonthly Septemter - Juneby the AgassizBaldwin Community, distribution 2,000. Call (617)
349-6287 to receiveby mail or email. The newsletteris alsopostedeachmonth online at www.agassiz.orgltems of

interestto the neighborhood may be submittedfor considerationno later than the 15th of the month prior to publica
tion date.
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