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AFGHAN IMAMS VISIT NEwW YORK

On Tuesday January 28, 2003,
Afghan Communicator had the
pleasure of welcoming a group
of seven imams from Afghani-
stan, brought to the US by the
US Department of State for a
greater understanding of Islam
in America. The State Depart-

Gharib, Director of Majma-e Elmi
of Ministry of Hajj and Endow-
ment, from Kabul; Mr. Shams al-
Haq Hashimzai, General Director
of Administration Research Cen-
ter for Islamic Studies of Ministry
of Hajj and Endowment, from
Kabul; Mr. Fazal Ahmad Qazi-

Director of Nangarhar Canal Pro-
jects, from Jalalabad in Nan-
garhar Province; Mawlawi Hanif
Shah, Advisor to Governor of
Khost, Department of Religious
& Tribal Affairs Director and Di-
rector of Hajj and Endowment
Affairs, from Khost in Paktia

ment kindly con-
tacted Afghan Com-
municator to ar-
range an informal
meeting in which
the Afghan commu-
nity in New York
welcomed and in-
formally interacted
with the recently

Province; and
Haji Abdul Zahir,
Political Advisory
to Nangarhar
Governor Din
Mohammad,
Commander of
the 14th Frontier
Brigade, from
Jalalabad in Nan-

arrived guests.

Present at the meeting were
Mr. Hajrudin Eqgbal, Chief Editor
of Daily Hewad, from Kabul;
Mawlawi Ghulam Mohammad

zada, Magazine Editor Associa-
tion of Religious Scholars
(Ulama), from Kabul; Mr.
Mohammad Asef Qazizada, Dep-
uty Governor of Nangarhar and

garhar Province.
Also accompanying the group
was Mr. Daud Ayazi, State De-
partment interpreter. From Af-
ghan Communicator were
(Continued on page 3)

PRAGUE YOUTH CONFERENCE

Responding to an invitation sent
by Civic Concepts International,
Rameen Javid Moshref, Execu-

tive Director of Afghan Commu-
nicator, traveled to Prague,
Czech Republic in January 2003,
to take part in the International
Youth Leadership Conference as
a facilitator.

As described by its sponsor:
“The International Youth Lead-
ership Conference, Prague 2003
is a week-long student forum on
the future of world leadership
and international relations." The
theme of the conference was “A
cross-cultural exchange of
young ideas on the future of
world leadership.” For more
information, please visit their
website at : www.
czechleadership.com/.

Based on Model UN, this confer-
ence was for youth between the
ages of 17-24 who are studying

or planning to study politics,
international relations, trade
and economics to acquire a bet-
ter understanding of the internal
workings of the United Nations
General Assembly, Security
Council, and the World Court at
the Hague, as well as the Euro-
pean Parliamentary system.

Addressing a group of 200 stu-
dents, Mr. Moshref explained
the activities of Afghan Commu-
nicator, while also shedding
light on the concepts of Islam,
current Afghan politics, and the

(Continued on page 2)
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FROMALLOFUS
ATACED
MUBARAK AND
NAw Ruz
MUBARAK!

Z. Noori, Keynote Speaker in Prague Youth Conf.
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B1G BROTHERS BIG SISTERS

Would you like to make a difference in a
young person's life? Do you know of a young
person in need of a positive role model? Big
Brothers Big Sisters of NYC has initiated a new
program to provide a One-to-One youth men-
toring program with a focus being on children
of immigrant families.  Since 9/11, life has
become even more difficult, especially for
youth of or youth who appear to be of Middle
Eastern descent. In our program, volunteers
spend about 4 hours with a young person
twice a month, for one year. We are currently
looking for adult volunteers (21 or older) to
become Big Brothers and Big Sisters in our
program. We are especially interested in vol-
unteers who are first generation and have
specific language skills. Volunteers are care-
fully screened and matches are supervised by
a trained social worker. If you would like
more information about volunteering, or know
of any children or youth that may benefit from
the individual attention, friendship and role
modeling that a Big Brother or Big Sister could
provide, please contact Tamanna Vaswani at
(212) 686-2042 ext. 222.
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PRAGUE YOUTH CONFERENCE
(Continued from page 1)

situation of Afghans abroad. Mr. Moshref also visited the German
Embassy in Prague and Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty.

Immigration attorneys,
Rahmani and Anderson
assisting an Afghan with
documentation in the AC
office. Story, page 3.

Rameen
Moshref
& group
members
at the
German
Embassy
in
Prague.
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(Continued from page 1)

Rameen Javid Moshref, Executive Director and an
AC volunteer. Also present from Afghanistan
Peace Association, was Dr. Dawer A. Nadi, Presi-
dent.

As the group had a busy schedule, the engag-
ing meeting lasted just under two hours. It was
clear, however, that both sides found the discus-
sion interesting. The guests were curious about
the reaction of ordinary US citizens to the possi-
bility of war in Iraq, the return of young edu-
cated Afghans to Afghanistan for reconstruction,
and the possibility and willingness of Afghans to
help the reconstruction process. Everyone made
some personal connection and the discussion,
although short, was very productive for every-
one. The group went on to do some sightseeing
in New York City and then on to their next stop,
Salt Lake City, Utah.
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IMMIGRATION LAWYERS HELP THE
AFGHAN COMMUNITY

The INS has required all men from Afghanistan, as
well as men from many other Muslim countries and
North Korea, to register in their offices, if they are
without legal status. The deadline for Afghans to
register was Friday February 7, 2003. Afghan Com-
municator arranged for two immigration lawyers, Ms.
Karin Anderson of New York Immigration Coalition
and Ms. Elinor Drucker Rahmani, an independent
attorney, to come to our office in Flushing on
Wednesday, February 5, 2003 from 4 pm to 7 pm to
give free legal advice to Afghans who had questions
about their status.

Many thanks to Ms. Anderson and Ms. Rahmani who
both traveled great distances to come to our office.
Unfortunately, few people from the Afghan commu-
nity came to take advantage of this free service.

This was most likely because Afghans who are out of
status were afraid that the lawyers had some connec-
tion with the INS that would result in their detain-
ment or arrest. Afghans are not alone in feeling vul-
nerable and suspicious of authorities. Due to an
overwhelming reaction from the groups that have
been targeted by this act, the US Congress is voting
on cutting off funding for this operation. Please
write to your representatives and express your opin-
ions regarding this matter.
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CHILDREN’S PRESSLINE INTERVIEWS AFGHAN GIRLS

AC Board Member, Kabir Amir, spent a chilly January morning as a volunteer
translator for Children's Pressline in their overseas telephone interview with
three young Afghan girls in Kabul. The request for assistance came from coor-
dinator Katina Paron of Children's Pressline, a NY-based organization which
uses the “oral journalism process” with children ages 8 to 13, and editors ages
14 to 18. The organization gives children early exposure to the field of jour-
nalism, allowing them to investigate issues of their own choosing, including hot
topics currently in the news.

Three American children came to the midtown office early Saturday morning,
armed with questions they had prepared for the girls in Afghanistan. After
some technical difficulties, a telephone connection was finally made, allowing
the young reporters to make contact with the girls in Kabul. After a round of
introductions, the two hour dialogue began. Overall, the interview went
smoothly, with some surprise questions obviously reflecting the curiosity of the
Americans about cultural differences between the US and Afghanistan. An
eleven year old boy was curious as to how the girls interacted with boys,
whether they wore burgas and what would be the one thing they could wish for
that they do not already have. To the last question, one Afghan girls re-
sponded with a wish for electricity, so that they could make use of the com-
puters that some organizations had donated to their community. In general,
the girls also expressed great relief at being liberated from the Taliban regime
and were appreciative of the role the US played to that end.

Based on the questions that had been prepared for the girls, it was evident that
the impressions these journalists had of life in Afghanistan were largely shaped
by the extensive media coverage after 9/11/01 as well as information they had
heard in school or at home. Hopefully, the dialogue helped to give the children
a sense of understanding of the daily lives of their Afghan counterparts. The
interviews will soon be accessible at www.nypost.com as well in print in the Am-
sterdam Press.

For more information on Children’s Pressline, please
visit their website at www.cplmedia.org.
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< Feel Free to Feel Better

oRACIAL PROFILING? BIAS ATTACKS?
¢]JOB LOSS?  ePREJUDICE?

The disaster of 9/11 may be impacting your

life. We speak your language. Our services

are free and confidential. We can come to
you if you cannot come to us.

FEGS - PROJECT LIBERTY
315 HubpsON STREET, NEwW YORK, NY
10013
(212) 366-8238 (917) 912-0338

CLASSIFIEDS

Register now for this fall’s Dari classes, taught by a
qualified and experienced instructor. For more in-
formation call the AC office at 718-445-6438.




