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ÅoDëßìÛ okÚDOwÛD»¾C ÚDÛq qC éëDØd qÞo êoCnÊpF 
Ð×Dz éÆ ÚD»¾C pOhk ækqDë qC  PzCk éÆ  

¢ëDOv DF lÜOwç ízqß×C é×DÛpFÝëC  

ÚDÛCpÜivpñDv .kßØÛ êoÞC kDë oDiO¾C Þ  

 pF ÚÔ·¾ q C Èë ,Äì¾o ¸ì¾o Ývßv Ð×Dz  

êCpF ÚßÜÆC Ùç éÆ ÚD»¾CéÃFDv DF Þ éOwV 

ÙÛDh ÐhCk ok æßìF ÚDÛq kßGèF  

      íÛCßVßF ßëDv Þ koCk PìÎD·¾ ÚDOwÛD»¾C  

ÅoDëßìÛ pèz ÝëpVDè× oß×C pÜ¡ì×DÆ  

êpìÃ¾ ÝëpNDÆ ÙÛDh ÚDÜaØç .lÛkßF  

koß× ok lÜZ Ýiv qCÞpJ pO¾k PvpJpv  

Ð¿e× .lÜO¿Ê qCÞpJ éwvß× êDç PìÎ D·¾  

ÚCßV lÜ×pÜç ¯vßN íÏe× êDGëq ¦Âo DF  

íÛD»¾C êDç ¢ëDØÛpëDv Þ ,êlØdC CrìÎ   

 .P¾Dë ÖDOOhC  

 

 

 

 

 íñDØçkpÊ ok éÆ ÚDØè× 200  éF ÈëkrÛ  

ß©µ ßìÎ ÚDV êDÂC ,lÛkßF p¨DdoßÆn× 

ÅoDëßìÛ êCoßz éëDJ lÜÏF  

ÙëlÃN DF (New York Council)  
pOìÇìÛßìØÆ ÚD»¾C pO¾k é×DÜÃël¥N  

íÛDwÆ éÏØV ok .PhDÜz PìØvo éF Co  

,ÚßÛDÊ íNDÆ ÙÛDh ,lÛkßØÛ íÛCpÜiv éÆ  

pO¡ìF éÆ upJ PìOìzßvC oDËÛ é×DÛqÞopv  

 êD¿ëC éÃ®Ü× Þ ÚDOwÛD»¾C ok  ÍDv 14 qC  

éØç íÛCpÜiv í¬ PvCækßØÛ é¿ì±Þ 

 Ùëso ÍCÞq Þ UÞpµ koß× ok ¢ëßh éGÛDV  

PGe¤ Ú DOwÛD»¾C ælÜëC MDGR Þ ,ÚDGÎD¬ 

 Student) Ð¥e× ,pev éØëlÛ .lÛkßØÛ  

C pìhC éÆ íÛD»¾C éÎDv 17 (Exchange 
éÏØV qC , æl×C DÇëp×C éF ÚDOwÛD»¾C qC  

éF éÆ kßF Ð¿e× ÚDÛCpÜiv ÝëpOÛCßV  

yqß×C êCpF oDÇOFC) éwvß× íÊlÜëDØÛ  

é×DÛpF .lÜO¿Ê Ýiv êlÜZ (ÚD»¾C ÚDÛq  

ÙÛDh ¯vßN ÚD»¾C ÚDÛq yqß×C oDÇOFC  

 ÚC ½lç Þ lëkpÊ xìvDN ÐzpìÛ ÓÞDJ  

 ÚCpOhk êCpF ízqß×C êDç uoßF  ðD®µC 

 .lzDGì×   íñDÇëp×C êDçDË¡ÛCk okÚD»¾C 

p¥Oi× íÛCpÜiv í¬ ÐzpìÛ ÙÛDh Cl·F  

 ½ClçC qC íÇë  .kßØÛ íÛDFrì×ÝOèÜ× ok   

f®v ÚkpF ÓDF ½ß¤ß× ¢ëDØç  ælØµ 

ÚDì× ok .kßF ÚDOwÛD»¾C ÚDÛq æoDF ok íçDÊC  

pO¾k  ÚDOwÛD»¾C ÚDÛq éF ÈØÆ oß²ÜØF  

 ÈØÆHÏV " ¢ëDØç Èë pOìÇìÛßìØÆ ÚD»¾C  

YoD× 8 jëoDN éF Co "ÚDOwÛD»¾C ÚDÛq éF íÎD× 

koß× ok íÛCpÜiv ÍDd ok êpìÃ¾ ÝëpNDÆ 
éÆ PvC éëpìh ÚD×qDv qCÞpJ ."qCÞpJ"pO¾k  

íÊlÛq kßGèF p¬DiF ÚD»¾C ÚDÛq êCpF  
.lçlì× é¨pÂÚD¡ëC  

  At just 17 years old, 
Nadima Sahar, an exchange 
student from Afghanistan, 
was the youngest of the 
speakers.  She spoke on be-
half of The Initiative to Edu-
cate Afghan Women, a pro-
gram founded by Paula Nir-
schel, which works towards 
the rebuilding of Afghanistan 
by coordinating full scholar-
ships to US colleges and uni-
versities for Afghan women 
who have been deprived of 
the right to education.   

  Ms. Nirschel also spoke and 
told proud tales of the eleven 
girls that are enrolled in the 
program so far. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 

  Afghan Communicator hosted 
a fundraiser to benefit the 
women of Afghanistan on 
March 8th 2004.  

  Held in Manhattan, this ele-
gant evening affair 
had the dual intent 
of being a fundraiser 
and an awareness 
raising event.  

  Among the almost 
200 guests was 
NYC Councilmem-
ber John Liu who 
presented Afghan Communica-
tor with a declaration. 

  The impressive line-up of 
speakers for the evening in-
cluded Associated Press Bureau 
Chief for Afghanistan, Kathy 
Gannon, who has worked in the 

region for 14 years. Ms. 
Gannon offered a first-hand 
perspective on the rise and fall 
of the Taliban, as well as the 
potential for stability in the 
future. 

  Sonia 
Nassery 
Cole, 
Chair of 
the Af-

ghanistan 
World 

Foundation which raised 
funds for education and 
healthcare in Afghanistan with 
the help of a large Hollywood 
cast last December, also spoke 
at the event and described 
Afghanistan’s dire humanitar-
ian situation. 

EVENING RAISES FUNDS FOR AFGHAN WOMEN 

PARADE CELEBRATES NAW RUZ 
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   Afghan Communicator 
joined hundreds of Iranians, 
Tajikistanis and fellow Af-
ghans in New York City to 
commemorate Naw Ruz holi-
day in a colorful  

   Parade in Manhattan on 
Saturday March 27, 2004. 

   With banners of the Afghan 
community and carrying the 
current flags of the country, 
Afghan Communicator along 
with other parade participants 
proceeded on Madison Ave-
nue, from 41st Street to 27th 
Street. 

   The parade was first of its 

AFGHAN HERITAGE DAY 
   Come celebrate Afghan heri-
tage on Aug 14th in a day filled 
with festivities ranging from Af-
ghan music, dance, food, fashion 
show and vendors galore.    

  There’ll also be entertainment 
for kids and speakers from local 
politicians to Afghan dignitaries. 

   Last year, thousands of people 
from all over the country at-
tended to celebrate Afghan cul-
ture and enjoy during a fun filled 
day with their family and friends.   

   This year’s Afghan Heritage 
Day will be held on Saturday, 
August 14, 2004 at SUNY Old 
Westbury in Westbury, Long 
Island. Further information will 
be posted on our website in the 
upcoming weeks.   

   If you would like to volunteer, 
or sponsor please email our Pro-
gram Coordinator at 
Madiha@afghancommunicator.c
om. 

kind, organized by the Iranian 
community, which had a vari-
ety of Iranian musical bands, 
horse drawn carriages and pa-
rade floats displaying Iranian 
historical heritage, dances, folk 
songs and live theatrical per-
formances. 

   Because celebration of Naw-
roz and the Gul-e Surkh (Red 
Tulip) season is an important 
part of Afghan cultural and 
historical heritage, Afghan 
Communicator plans to engage 
a greater number of Afghans to 
revive this joyful cultural fes-
tivity among the Afghan Com-
munity next year. 

PznÊ Ùvo ok pOìÇìÛßìØÆ ÚD»¾C pO¾k 
 ÅoDëßìÛ ok íÛCpëC é·×DV ½p¬ qC éÆ ÉorF 

YoD× 27 éGÜz qÞo éF kßF ælëkpÊ oCrÊpF 
ÚD»¾C ÚDÊlÜÜÆ PÆpz .kßØÛ PÆpz 2004  

 ÚDOwÛD»¾C ÙZpJ ¢ëDØÛ DF pOìÇìÛßìØÆ  
Þ 41 Åpv qC ÚDçDØìKçCo pñDv DF æCpØç 

 ÙO¿ç PwìF Åpv DN ÝwëkD× ÚDFDìh  
PznÊ Ùvo ÝìOwiÛ ÝëC.lÛkpÆ íñDØìKçCo 

 Dë qÞoßÛ qÞo PGvDÜØFéÆ kßF íËÜçp¾  
ok íÛCpëC é·×DV HÛDV qC gpv ÐÊ éÏì× 

 íñDØìKçCo ok .lz éO¾pÊ Ý¡V ÅoDëßìÛ pèz  
íÏe× êDèvDGÎ ,ívoD¾ íËÜçp¾ oDRC oßÆn× 

 éF  íÛCpëC íÏe×  êDç ¦Âo DF æCpØç  
qÞo DN koCk p²Û ok .lz éOzCnÊ ¢ëDØÛ 

éØç êoDÇØç Þ ÅCpOzC DF Co qÞoßÛ  
qÞoßÛ ÚßZ ÐìÏWN éF lÜØÂÔµ éÆ ÚDÛD»¾C  

 ÍDv ok ,PvC íÛD»¾C ÌÜçp¾ qC Ùè× ¢iF  
lÜzDGì× qÞo ÝëC pOìÇìÛßìØÆ ÚD»¾C ælÜëC 

.kpìËìF Ý¡V  

Attendees to the Afghan Women’s Benefit 
enjoy the evening. 

qÞoßÛ qÞo PGvDÜØF íËÜçp¾  PznÊ Ùvo 
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AC HOLDS AFGHAN WOMEN’S BENEFIT 

   The Clear Act, which will demand 
state and local police departments to 
become enforcers of federal immigra-
tion law by making funding contingent 
on an agreement by officers to enforce 
federal immigration laws, is currently 
under review by Congress.  

   The Clear Law 
Enforcement Act for 
Criminal Alien Re-
moval Act of 2003 
was sponsored by 
Rep. Charlie Nor-
wood (R-GA) and has 112 congres-
sional supporters.  

   Under the act, law enforcement agen-
cies will be allowed to “investigate, ap-
prehend, detain, or remove aliens.” The 
Clear Act also  

•  increases the penalty for illegal entry 
to the U.S. from 6 months to 1 year 
and reduces the time granted for depar-
ture to 30 days. 

•  requires local law enforcement to report 
all illegal aliens to Department of Justice. 

•  makes state and local law enforcement 
immune to personal liability (as long as the 
officer is acting within the scope of her/his 
duties). This means that they are immune 
from suit for civil damages under federal, 

state, and 
local laws. 

   Immi-
grants’ 
rights and 

civil liberties groups have expressed strong 
opposition to the Clear Act which they say 
criminalizes immigrants and places a heavy 
burden on state and local law enforcement.  

   64 law enforcement agencies and politi-
cians like Michael Bloomberg, and Joseph 
Lieberman also oppose the idea of local law 
enforcement taking on federal immigration 
responsibilities. 21 editorial boards includ-
ing the New York Times have also spoken 
against the Act. 

    Other problems with the Clear Act are 
that it: 

•  endangers public safety and the basic 
safety of immigrants who will now hesitate 
to use public resources to report a crime or 
receive medical treatment. 

•  undermines the goal of community po-
licing efforts. Local law enforcement agents 
will receive fewer crime tips.  

•  provides no money for the training of 
law enforcement officers.  

•  encourages ethnic profiling and also 
grants immunity to officers from civil suit. 
This means that there will be no legal re-
course for victims of racial profiling. 

•  will heavily impact on the women and 
children won’t be able to seek protection 
from violent domestic situations due to 
fear of deportation. 

   Rights groups urge people to contact 
their representatives about the Clear Act. 

CONGRESS REVIEWS NEW IMMIGRATION LEGISLATION 

  New Immigrant Community Empower-
ment is putting together a book of real-
stories written by NY’s immigrant chil-
dren. 20 stories will be selected. 

  Please send us an original story written 
by an immigrant child on his or her own 
experiences (especially on 9/11 and post-
9/11) by June 2004.  

Requirements  
Story Length: Approximately 500 words  
Preferred Language: English (some trans-
lation is possible)  
Age Groups: 6-9, 10-13, 14-16 years 
Deadline: June 2004  
Include: Child's name, name of school, 
date of birth, parent's name, address, tele-
phone number, email address (if avail-
able), parent's letter of consent with sig-
nature, request for confidentiality/
anonymity.  

   For more info call 718-205-8796 or 
email partha.banerjee@verizon.net. 

folk dance by local artist 
Leeza Ahmady and a 
lively dance by the Co-
lumbia University Bhan-
gra Team.  

  Afghan carpets, jew-
elry, clothing and art-
work were on display 
for silent auction.  

  The Benefit, said AC 
Executive Director Rameen Moshref, “is a 
timely attempt to em-
power Afghan women 
with the necessary tools 
to help themselves.”         

  The event was held 
with the cooperation of 
Women for Afghan 
Women.   

 

 

  Other speakers included Susan Safi 
Rafiq, a long-time activist who is cur-
rently working with an organization dedi-
cated to improving conditions for women 
and widows inside Afghanistan and Paki-
stan and NYC Commissioner of Immi-
grant Affairs, Sayu Bhojwani.   

  Also speaking at the event was Katrin 
Fakiri, whose organization, Parwaz was 
chosen by AC to be featured at the bene-
fit. Parwaz is a micro-lending institution 
founded by Fakiri whose mission is to 
provide small financial grants to women 

in Afghanistan 
to enable them 
to jumpstart 
their small busi-
nesses. 

  The evening 
also included an 
enchanting per-
formance of 

“I don’t know whose bright idea [the 
CLEAR Act] was, but this bulb ought 
to be turned off.” -Joseph Lieberman, 
Atlanta-Journal Constitution  

9.11 STORIES BY IMMIGRANT KIDS 

Afghan student Nadima Sahar 
speaks about her experience. 
Next to her is IEAW founder 
Paula Nirschel. 

AC receives a proclama-
tion from Councilman 
John Liu. 

AP Bureau Chief Kathy 
Gannon discuss fall of 
Taliban. 
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pVDè× ÍD¿¬ C ¯vßN 11/9 koß× ok æDNßÆ ê DèÛDOvCk yoDËÛ 

pND¾k ,æpÆnO× ÚßÛDÂ Hëß¥N Moß¤ ok .2 

 lëDF (xìÎßJ ÐìGÂ qC) ÚßÛDÂ mD¿OÛC íÏe×  

ÖDÃ×éF Co íÛßÛDÂ pìº ÝëpVDè× oß©d 

.lçlF yoCnÊ éìÎlµ MoCqÞ       

UCphCpF íÜG× éÆ 2003 PÆC pìÏÆ ÚßÛDÂ 

 kÞoßÛ íÎoDZ ¯vßN PvC ÖpW×ÚDËÛDËìF   

 ok í×Dd112 êCoCk Þ ælëkpÊ pwÛDKv 

 .lzDGì×upËÛDÆ 

ÝëpVDè× ÁßÃd êDç ÚD×qDv  

,íÛl× êDç êkCqC MDwvß× pëDv Þ  

pìÏÆkDèÜ¡ìJ éìÏµ Co ¢ëßh íÜÏµ P¿ÎDi×  

ÁßÃd êDç ÚD×qDv .lÛC ækßØÛ ÚÔµC PÆC  

 ok DN koÞDìì× ÐØ·F D¨DÃN Ökp× qC ÝëpVDè×  

ÚDÊlÜëDØÛ DF PÆC pìÏÆkDèÜ¡ìJ koß× 

   .lÛkpÊ uDØN ok ¢ëßh  

qC kCl·N Èë DN koCk o±Û ok  NICE éwvß× 
ÅoDëßìÛ pVDè× ÚDÆkßÆ  í·ÂCÞ êDèÛDOvCk  

D¿®Î .lëDØÛ IDZ EDOÆ Èë HÎDÂ ok Co  
pVDè× Ð¿¬ ¯vßN éÆ ÍDÜìVÞoC ÚDOvCk  

PzCkpFDë Þ æp¬Dh æoDF ok ÅoDëßìÛ ÙìÃ×  
 æD× DN lzDF ælz éOzßÛ 9/11 é·ÂCÞ qC  êÞ  

 .lëoClF ÍDvoC D× êCpF 2004 ÚßV 
:(Dç íÜOwÛCk) MDì©OÃ× 

éØÏÆ500 kÞld ok :ÚDOvCk ÙWd 
ÚDFq í©·F ) íwìÏËÛC :ÚDOvCk ÚDFq 

(PvCéØVpN ÐFDÂ Dç  
 éÎDv16-14 ,13-10 ,9-6 :íÜv IÞpÊ 

DONATE AND HELP AFGHANS REBUILD  

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $__________ payable to Afghan Communicator.  

*    AC is a 501(c)3 not-for profit organization. All contributions of cash or in kind are tax deductible. 

                                  To learn more about our work, please visit us at www.afghancommunicator.com. 

PLEASE PRINT:  

  Yes, I would like to help Afghans rebuild their community here and abroad.  

Full Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email:_____________________________________Signature: ___________________________________ Date___________ 

I can donate:   Patron: $100                                           Friend: $50                                                    Benefactor: $25             

           Supporter: $10                                      Helper: $5                                                     Other___________ 

Afghan Communicator is a community based, grass-roots organization that was founded in 1997. Much of our work is concentrated in the 
Afghan community in New York. We organize a number of cultural, educational and humanitarian projects and events throughout the 
year. We also work towards the reconstruction of Afghanistan, and AC is proud to announce the opening of its new office in Kabul.  

kpìËì× ívopF PeN Co MpVDè× lëlV ÚßÛDÂ upËÛDÆ 

ÌÜçp¾ qC  lìëDìF ,olÃÛCpÊ ÚDÜ¬ßØç 

Ý¡V   ,ækpÆkDë ÚDOwÛD»¾C jëoDN Þ  

 ÐìÏWN Ùç DF Co ÚDOwÛD»¾C æßÇzpJ 

¢ëDØç ,oÞpv qC pJ qÞo ÝëC ok !ÙìëDØÛ 

,íÛD»¾C íÏe× ¦Âo Þ íÃìvß× DF DèÛD»¾C  

 æpìº Þ íÛD»¾C nënÎ êDçCnº ,ßz Ý¡ì¾ , ÝNC  

, ÚDÆkßÆ êCpF íeëp¿N êDç é×DÛpF 

,íÛD»¾C ÚDìËÜçp¾ HÛDV qC íÛCpÜiv  

ÐìÏWN íñDÇëp×A ívDìv êDç Pì¥iz Þ  

 qC 3000 éF ÈëkrÛ ,éOznÊ ÍDv  .kkpËì×  

Ùç kpÊ DÇëp×A pvCpv qC  D× ÚDÜèìØØç 

DèÛD»¾C íÜº ÌÜçp¾  Þ jëoDNqCDN lÛl×A  

 qÞo Èë Þ ækpÆ êoÞC kDë oDiO¾C Ùvo éF  

 êpKv ¢ëßh ÚDOvÞk Þ Ðì×D¾ DF Co yßh 

 Ý¡V éOznÊ ÍDv lÜÛD× ÍDw×C .lÜëDØÛ 

 PwÊA 14 ,éGÜz qÞo ok ÅoDëßìÛ 

Old Westbury College ok 2004 

.lëkpÊ lçCßh DJpF lÜÏëA ÌÛÓ ok SUNY  
éO¿ç ok lìÛCßOì× Co lër× MD×ßÏ·×  

 ÚD»¾C PÛpOÛC ée¿¤ok ælÜëC êDç  

P¾Dëok pOìÇìÛßìØÆ 

.lìëDØÛ  

http:/ahd.afghancommunicator.com  

 ÅoDëßìÛok  DèÛD»¾C (2004) Ý¡VÐìÏWN 

2004 ÚßV :ÐW·ÎDFp¨ Dë ÝëÓlëk 
,ælÛoDËÛ ÅkßÆ ÖDÛ ,ÚDOvCk Ù¨ D¿®Î 

ÙvC ,ylÎßN jëoDN , yCHOÇ× ÙvC  
uokA ,Úß¿ìÏN æoDØz ,Ð¿¬okD× Þ olJ  

 íÎßGÂé×DÛ ,(lìzDF éOzCk pÊC) ÐìØëC  
.lëoClF ÍDvoC Co ÝëlÎCÞ ôD©×C Þ  

æoDØz éF lër× MD×ßÏ·× PèV 
éF Dë ækq ÌÛq 718-205-8796  

 ÐìØëC Ðëm uokA  
partha.banerjee@verizon.net. 

:lìOvp¿F 

Sonia 
Nassery 
Cole, 
chair of 
Afghani-
stan 
World 
Founda-
tion 
speaks 
about her 
efforts.  

Local 
artist, 
Leeza 
Ahmady, 
gives a 
graceful 
and 
poised 
perform-
ance. 

AFGHAN WOMEN’S BENEFIT PICS 

The Columbia University Bhan-
gra Team gives an energetic, 
high intensity performance of 
South Asian folk dance. 

"PÆC pìÏÆ" kDèÜ¡ìJ DÇëp×A upËÛDÆ 

.PvC éO¾pÊ ívopF Þ oßº koß× Co  

 êoCnÊCÞ pF íÜG× PÆCpìÏÆ kDèÜ¡ìJ  

MpVDè× «ßFp× ÍCol¾ ÝìÛCßÂ mD¿ÛC 

. PvC  íÏe× Þ íOÎDëC xìÎßJ MD×DÃ× éF  

 ,upËÛDÆ okoßÆn× ÚßÛDÂ Hëß¥N Moß¤ok   

 ,ÄìÃeN éF okDÂ xìÎßJ íÏe× MD×DÃ× 

 lçCßh (aliens) ÚDËÛDËìF qp× ko Þ ÀìÂßN 

Hëß¥N éWìOÛ ok éÆ MCkßìÂ pëDv .lëkpÊ 

 lÛC MoDGµ lëkpÊ lçCßh n¾DÛ oßÆn× ÚßÛDÂ  

:qC 

DÇëp×C éF íÛßÛDÂ pìº Íßhk ê CrV ¢ër¾C .1 

 ¢çDÆ Þ ÍDv Èë éF æD× ¢z qC  

.qÞo ív éF DÇëp×C qC UÞph PÂÞ  

Sayu Bhojwani, NYC Com-
missioner of Immigrant Affairs 
discusses issues facing Afghan 
women. 


