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PRESIDENT KARZAI SPEAKS IN QUEENS (cont on pace 3)

On November 13, 2002, President
Hamid Karzai came to Queens
College to speak to the Afghan
community about the current
status of Afghanistan. Nearly
1500 people attended this event.
The Afghan national anthem played

government and from an end to
interference by neighboring na-
tions.

Karzai went on to detail some of
the changes made in the internal
governing process. In order to rid

remaining government employees
suggested that new officials
brought into the local offices
should be from a different prov-
ince. In their minds, this integra-
tion would work to bring the coun-
try closer together.

in the background, as Presi-
dent Karzai walked on stage,
greeted by a standing ova-
tion from the crowd. The
audience expressed its ap-
proval and appreciation for
Karzai with its warm wel-
come. As Karzai began his
speech, the positive re-
sponse of the crowd became

Furthermore, Karzai outlined
some of his goals for the future
of Afghanistan’s government.
In terms of the democratic
process, Karzai hopes to have
direct elections for the presi-

B dency in the next one to two

ears, doing away with the

election of the Loya Jirga.

even more apparent by the many
times he was interrupted by an
overwhelming applause.

President Karzai spoke encourag-
ingly about the tremendous sense
of pride that Afghans currently
express towards their country and
the strong desire to help rebuild
Afghanistan. To that end, he indi-
cated that the reconstruction proc-
ess would benefit from a united

the local regions of corruption,
President Karzai sent out investi-
gators to the government offices in
each province. These investigators
then reported on how each of
these offices were operating.
Some of the investigations had
exposed corrupt employees who
were subsequently removed from
their positions. An interesting out-
come of the purge was that the

President Karzai also spoke opti-
mistically about the financial pros-
pects in Afghanistan at this time.
Investments need only twenty-four
hours to be approved and legal
protection will be available. Cur-
rently, there are approximately
800 private projects going on in
Afghanistan. Karzai encouraged
Afghans from abroad to come and
invest in their country.

AC HOSTS INTER AFGHAN YOUTH SUuMMIT 1V

(CONT ON PAGE 3)

On the weekend of October 19th,
2002, AC proudly hosted the
fourth annual Inter Afghan Youth
Summit. This year's summit was
held at the Empire State Building,
with a fantastic view of downtown
Manhattan. Of the many who ap-
plied, approximately 30 partici-
pants were selected, traveling
from as far as Virginia, Canada
and even the Czech Republic to be
part of the event.

The goal of the two day confer-
ence was to assist young, active
Afghan leaders in making headway
in the world of non-profit organiza-
tions. The first day began with an
open discussion on the challenges
of community work, giving partici-
pants the chance to bring up some
of the obstacles they face in each
of their respective programs.

In the afternoon session, two
workshops were held. Summit

attendees were given poignant
information on the reconstruction
process in Afghanistan and the
macro and micro financial needs of
the country. This was especially
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SPECIAL CALL-IN REGISTRATION PROCEDURES FOR CERTAIN NONIMMIGRANTS

The following registration requirements
were issued on November 22, 2002.
Those that specifically applied to Af-
ghans are described here. Please
pass the word along to others in the
community.

This applies to you:

§ If you are a national or citizen of
Afghanistan and were inspected by the
Immigration and Naturalization Service
and last admitted to the United States
as a nonimmigrant on or before Sep-
tember 30, 2002; and

§ If you are a male, born on or before
December 2, 1986; and

§ If you did not apply for asylum on or
before November 22, 2002, or if you
are otherwise exempt as described in
the attached questions and answers;
and

§ If you will be in the United States at
least until January 10, 2003.

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO

1. You must come to a designated INS
office to be registered (photographed,
fingerprinted, and interviewed under
oath) between December 2, 2002 and
January 10, 2003.

2. If you remain in the United States
for more than 1 additional year, you
must report back to a designated INS
office within 10 days of the anniversary
of the date on which you first regis-
tered. For example, if you were regis-
tered December 20, 2002, you would
report back between December 10 and
December 30, 2003.

3. If you change your address, em-
ployment, or educational institution,
you must notify the INS in writing within
10 days of the change, using Form AR-
11 SR.

4. If you leave the United States, you
must appear in person before an INS
inspecting officer at one of the desig-
nated ports and leave the United
States from that port on the same day.

[T IS VITAL THAT YOU COMPLY

If you do not follow these procedures,
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you may be considered to be out of status and deportable. You may be subject to arrest, detention, fines
and/or removal from the United States. Any future application for an immigration benefit from the United States
may be adversely impacted. If you do not properly exit through a designated port, any future attempts to reen-
ter the United States may be impacted. Decisions will be made on an individual basis, depending on the circum-
stances of each case.

DESIGNATED INS INTERVIEWING OFFICES FOR SPECIAL REGISTRATION
NY - New York City 26 Federal Plaza New York, New York 10278
NI - Newark 970 Broad St; Newark, New Jersey 07102

For more info, and to get a Pashtu translation, please visit the INS web site:

http://www.ins.usdoj.gov/graphics/lawenfor/specialreg/index.htm#callgroup2
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PRESIDENT KARZAI SPEAKS IN QUEENS (continuep From paGE 1)

While there were some audience &
members who disagreed with points
Karzai made, the overall sentiment
was of optimism and support. The
Afghans present at Queens College
seemed pleased with what President
Karzai had to say about the future of
their homeland.

President Hamid Karzai and Rameen J.
Moshref at a photo-op

AC HOSTS INTER AFGHAN YOUTH SUMMIT IV (conr rrom pace 3)
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port and how to go about asking.
On Sunday, participants re-
assembled for another open discus-
sion on how to overcome the chal-
lenges and obstacles of community
work that were identified on the
previous day.

young leaders.

Outside the conference, attendees
had a chance to network in a less
formal atmosphere at a Queens
restaurant. Following Sunday’s
open discussion, the participants
made a group trip to Ground Zero
to pay their respects to the lives
lost on 9/11/01. This marked the
official end of the two day confer-
ence, allowing many to spend the
remainder of the day sight-seeing in
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CLASSIFIEDS

AC is looking for qualified individuals to translate documents. Interested
individuals must have a college degree and must be fluent in both English
and either Dari or Pashtu. Work will be compensated.

AC is seeking a responsible Full-time employee for our office. Anyone in-
terested must have experience with computers and basic office skills.
Please call AC at 718-445-6438.

Register now for Dari classes, taught by a qualified and experienced in-
structor. For more information call the AC office at 718-445-6438.

LocAL LEADERS ATTEND AFGHAN HERITAGE DAY AuG. 18, 02

AC would like to acknowledge the local repre-
sentatives and officers who took the time to
attend this year's Afghan Heritage Day cele-

bration, which was held in Corona Park.

It is important to know that these representa-
tives are aware of the Afghan component of

their constituencies and are a resource for
the community as a whole. Individuals can

contact his/her representative to voice con-

cerns over issues pertaining to our area
and are encouraged to do so.

Once again, on behalf of the Afghan commu-

nity, we express our appreciation for the

show of support made by Councilpersons
Weprin, Comrie and by Deputy Commis-
sioner Patrick for braving scorching tem-
peratures to attend AHD, 2002.

Honorable David | Weprin, Council Member
250 Broadway, Rm 1875

New York, NY 10007

212-788-6984

Honorable Leroy Comrie, Council Member
113-43 Farmers Blvd

Saint Albans, NY 11412

212-788-7084

Fred Patrick
FDNY Deputy Commissioner of Community
Affairs
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The SakhiTomb in Aart-e Sakhi; Kabul




