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The Chutes n’ Giggles Rodeo was a
blast...again!
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The evening before the rodeo, the Calcutta
was held at the American Legion. Glen
Murray auctioned off desserts which were
supplied by contestants from Reach 4A
Star. Almost $1000 was raised.

The day of the rodeo began with a per-

formance by the Chinook Winds Drill Team.

Reach 4A Star’'s 12 person drill team then
did a performance of their own.

The competing teams were then auctioned
off raising an additional $750.

The rodeo, princess and buckaroo con-
tests then began.

The arena instructors were put to work
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During the last couple of Chutes n’ Gig-
gles Rodeos several individuals have
expressed an interest in making the
event bigger and inclusive of more of the
community.

So, after a meeting of the Arena Advisory
Committee the following plan has been
put into action.

The arena at the fairgrounds has been
reserved for March 21st.

Lynn Jackson has agreed to chair the
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helping Karol run
the events.

Courtney Rey-
nolds ran and judged the Lil Buckaroo
Contest. Runge Baxter ran the Princess
Contest. Michelle Wallace Frank and
Leigh Flack helped Karol with the rodeo
events.

Lunch was served by the Soroptomists
Winners of the Events were as follows:

Princess Contest Bethany Wheeler—
Rodeo Princess Runners up, in order
were Bailey Kourt, Jessamyn Smith and
Taylor Grace Rowe. Sidney Podrazik
won the Horsemanship Award and her
sister Fallon took the Sportsmanship
Award.

Lil Buckaroo Contest —Bennett
Mayer—Lil Buckeroo with Luke Rowe
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“Chutes n’ Giggles” Committee. Lynn
describes this event as “the rodeo for
everybody!” You don't even have to
have a horse as stick ponies will be
available!”, she explained.

If you are interested in helping please
email Lynn at jdonlynnj@bresnan.net or
give her a call at 235-3438.

An email has been sent out and several
volunteers have already stepped up. If
you did not receive the email your help

Got Hay?

as runner up.

Ribbon Race —The Saddle Pals—
Debbie Bult & Jade B.

Road Apple Relay —Cash Money—
Scotti Koltiska & Michael G.

Obstacle Course -The Saddle
Pals—Debbie Bult & Jade B.

Costume Race -The Saddle Pals—
Debbie Bult & Jade B.

Bull Riding —The Purple People
Eaters—Shawna Gleason & John C

All-Around Honors as well as belt
buckles went to The Saddle Pals—
Debbie Bult & Jade B.

Other teams who participated were
The Red Neck Women-Patty Grose
& Molly B, Tough enough to Wear
Pink-Megan Frank & Richard C

is still needed. Please let Lynn know
of your interest.

The event is to take place all in one
day with the Princess and Lil Bucke-
roo contests during the day, possibly
at the Reach 4A Star Arena and the
Calcutta and Rodeo in the evening at
the Fairgrounds Arena.

“We are hoping folks will be anxious
to come out after the long winter and
have al little fun,” said Lynn
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It is amazing how time seems to fly by
us, or at least me. Summer seemed
way too short but perhaps that was be-
cause we had an actual spring this year
and it appears as though fall is com-
ing. School is back in session and that
always brings some scheduling issues-
for both the riders and the volunteers-
but Runge has done a great job of figur-
ing out how to accommodate the num-
ber of riders that we have. Fall Tourna-
ment for Special Olympics will be held
Oct. 16 & 17 and the athletes are work-
ing hard to get ready for their big com-
petition. This year, R4ASRA will have
30 riders competing at the

games. Please join us at the Central
Wyoming Fairgrounds Arena on those 2
days and cheer them.

United Way of Natrona County has
been very generous with us again this

year. Our new allotment is $23,000
which is up from $18,000 last

year. This partnership has been so
beneficial on many levels and their
financial support is critical. Septem-
ber 23" is a Day of Caring and United
Way has matched us up with 1% Inter-
state Bank to help build us some
equipment. Hopefully the weather will
be nice but we can always move in-
doors if need be.

But in order to keep the riding acad-
emy going, we need more support
than just United Way. | want to thank
I-Reach 2, Inc. for being the financial
backer of the riding academy for the
last 4 years as we have worked to-
wards becoming an independent
agency. And the support of the com-
munity has been the key. It seems
like every time we think we won't be
able to do something, YOU (the com-
munity) step up in sometimes unex-
pected ways. Our current need is hay
for our herd of 25. If you know of

anyone who might be willing to do-
nate a ton or two of hay, we would
certainly appreciate it. We typically
feed a grass/alfalfa mix but also
have some special diets where they
get grass only or some who could
use straight alfalfa. | want to thank
Ted Atchley and Greg Pope who
have both donated hay to us this
year. Ted has donated about 2 ton
of grass hay and Greg has donated
almost 4 ton of alfalfa. This is a
huge help to us and is sincerely ap-
preciated.

We now have a building permit for
the addition. We are getting oh so
close. Perhaps by the next newslet-
ter we will have started construction
but for now we need to wait until
contractors are available. We are
still hoping to at least get it enclosed
before too much snow flies. We
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Many Thanks to those who helped with
the Chutes n Giggles Rodeo

Gerry Burback & The American Legion for use of their

building

Glenn Murray & daughters—Auction Team
Bev Olsen & Runge Baxter Calcutta decorations
Barbara & Larry Byrne—food for the Calcutta

Dessert Auction Bidders—Runge Baxter, Becky Wolf, Jade
B, Debbie Bult, Leigh Flack, Don & Lynn Jackson, Julie

Contests.

tive

Contest

bulls

Iron Workers Union #454 for use of their barbeque locomo-

Drew Ramirez & Anderson Signs—sashes for the Princess

Runge Baxter—stuffed horse for the Princess Contest and
the roping steer head

Lorraine & Doug Howieson—arena sponsor banners

Mike Schiek and Jessie Bales for use of their mechanical

Greiner, Larry Byrne,

Calcutta Bidders—Pat & Mike Grose, Julie Greiner, Don &
Sue Shaffer, Michelle Wallace-Frank, Leigh Flack

Pam Hamar & Chinook Winds Drill Team for performing

Ken Holloway & S.A.M.E. Music—use of their sound sys-
tem

Dean Byrne—water truck

Mike Sawyer & Casper College—use of 3 sets of bleachers
Lynette McCartney—refreshments & rodeo announcer
Brandi Forgey—Princess Contest Judge

Shirely Davis—Princess Contest Judge and trophies

Lynn Jackson—belt buckle for the L'il Buckeroo Contest

Noland Feed—Straw hats for the Lil Buckeroo & Princess

Pat Grose—clothes for the costume race
Larry Byrne & Sue Ann Tavener—Bull riding judges
Kathy Frith & Nikki Sweets—Rodeo & Calcutta Secretaries

Cleo Watters, Sue Anne Tavener and Lynn Jackson—Gate
Keepers

Kailey Bright & Anna Schaeffer—horse readiness
Myriah Santistevan & Izzi Greiner -event assistants

Tracy Santistevan—generator for the sound system & Ro-
deo Photographer

Reach 4A Star Drill Team Members—Karol & Myriah San-
tistevan, Shawna Gleason, Debbie Sullivan, Kathy Proud,
I1zzi Greiner, Lynn Jackson, Kelli Reese, Dee Strom, Jade
Bult, Courtney Reynolds and Leigh Flack

Senator John Barrasso for the good wishes for a successful
event.




3 &,

With the third session of the year comes time
to start training for Special Olympics. “Sports
Training” it is called, as it compliments thera-
peutic riding in that it offers the aspect of com-
petition.

In order to participate in Special Olympics an
individual must be at least eight years of age
and have an intellectual disability. Special
Olympics of Wyoming oversees the training on
a local level.

Recently, prospective Equestrian Coaches
from Casper, Glenrock and Sheridan met with
the Director of Special Olympics Wyoming,
Priscilla Dowse, to get an overview of the or-
ganization and then spent several hours at the
arena, with Karol, going over the particulars of
the program.

At R4AS, classes at the arena which have been
ongoing since Spring have been filled out with
SO athletes for their joint training.

Athletes may compete in 3 Equestrian events if
they are not competing in any other sport, If they
do choose to compete in another sport ,they may
compete in 2 Equestrian events. Some of those
events include, English or Western Equitation,
Show at Halter, Western Riding, Trail Class and
Drill Team.

All of the timed events will be on Friday as will
the drill team competitions.

Riders my compete on either an independent or
supported level. They may be in walk trot
classes only or may be in a class in which they
lope.

One thing is certain, however. Our riders truly
look forward to this opportunity to display their
skills in a friendly and fun competition!

Athletes who rode with Reach 4A Star last
year have begun a program of their own in
Glenrock. Tara Rice, who has been announcer
at the event for the past several years will

coach.

Chutes n’ Giggles Royalty

Left: Bennett Mayer—L'il Buckaroo

Right: Bethany Wheeler—Rodeo Princess

Broken Cinch Entertain- 3 7

ment, of Sundance, be-

came the first “Horse

Sponsor “of the year, donating a little
over $1600.

Shirley Costopoulos —Thanks for the
cash donation

Les & Debbie Loveland — Thanks for
the cash donation. Such cash donations
are generally used to buy feed and pay
veterinary bills.

Senator Mike Enzi Thank you for the
donation of several nice desks and a

)

If you wish to view the pictures
in color go to
www.reach4astar.com and
click on the September News-

letter
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credenza for the new office addition.

Thanks to Janie Nelson of the Wyo-
ming Oil & Gas Commission, who
arranged for the donation of 3 com-
puter hard drives, 3 monitors, a laser
printer and some toner to the riding
center. Also, thanks to Don Likwartz ,
Commission Director . Dave Hutton,
Rob & Ty Meyers worked on clean-
ing up the computers. These com-
puters will be networked in our new
office addition.

Ted Atchley, Thank

you for the 5 beautiful

saddles, 8 blankets, the
bridles, halters, saddle racks, buck-
ets and other various tack. Ted
previously gave us Dixie & Sonny.

Brenda Stark of Star K Tack, thank
you for naming the Riding Academy
beneficiary of this year's “Yak
About” and barn dance from which
they promised to donate half of the
proceeds. For this event several
staff and riders manned a table at
the Glenrock location.




Rodeo Pix!

Shawna Gleason—Bull Riding 1st Place .Richard C.—Tuff Enuf To Wear Pink, on Lacy, compete sin

" Reach 4A Star Drill Team—12 Horse Pivot ||

Debbie & Jade Bult—All-Around Cowgirls || Reach 4A Star Drill Team—12 Horse Pivot ||




Karol—cont from page 2

have started on getting donations for
various building material such as siding,
insulation, windows, doors, and electrical
parts. If you would like to help in any
way, please give me a call or email

me. Once it is enclosed, we will have
lots of opportunities to help in various
ways.

We will be wrapping up our regular ses-
sions for the year after the Special Olym-
pics Fall Tournament. One day we will
have heat and will be able to offer winter
classes. However, the horses need the
break as much as the instructors and
volunteers. So for now, bundle up in this
cool weather and take time to slow down
enough to enjoy the beauty of fall.

Karol

The Horse Report

“She was a “vision.”  Over the Labor
Day Weekend the riding center lost the
kind and beautiful “Spring.”

Spring was a 27 year old Arabian—Pinto
mare. Arena staff knew she had a mela-
noma. We also knew Spring needed a
purpose for the time she had left. This
Spring “Spring” appeared somewhat thin
and tired. Volunteers saw she got extra
grazing time and limited her exercise so
she might gain some weight. Of late she
seemed to be doing pretty well.

It has been said that we all should not
outlive our usefulness. Spring most cer-
tainly did not. Riders brushed and told
Spring how much they loved her on a
daily basis. What more could any per-
son or horse ask?

Mary Butters , who became involved
with the Horses 4 Heroes program, as
a volunteer, has agreed to become its
ambassador. Mary is retired from a
20 year career in the military.

Mary owns her own lawn care busi-
ness, Lon’s Lawns. She and her hus-
band Lonnie moved here from Lan-
der.

Welcome volunteers Ami Jacobi &
Barbara Kuxhausen
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New Faces

Shawna Gleason has come on board
recently as barn assistant to Karol.
Shawna functions will include overall
horse care, and keeping the place

spruced up.

Farewell to a Friend

Life at the riding academy really is hard to beat. |
am constantly surrounded by incredible people
and animals that | am honored to call my

friends. They inspire me by their compassion
and time given to a project that has evolved into
something phenomenal. But once in a while, you
meet someone who touches you on a deeper
level. Last Fall | had the opportunity to meet
such a friend.

by Karol

Teresa came to the riding academy through the
Occupational Therapy Program and started vol-
unteering for classes. It didn’t take long for us to
recognize she was one we would want to help
exercise horses. Soon, Teresa was helping at
the riding academy 3-4 days per week. But it
wasn't the fact that she was willing to spend so
much time there that made her special. Her
quiet sense around the horses, her bright smile
and sense of humor, and her sincerity of self is
what stood out to me.

Teresa had the ability to bring out the best in
both people and horses and challenged me
(without a single word) to do the same. Teresa
made me want to be a better rider, instructor,
and person, not because she said | needed to be
better but because she showed me by example
how | could try for more.

On Aug. 7", Teresa left Casper to go back to
Finland, and my world was a little dimmer that
day. But | have forged a new friendship with
Titan and think of her every time | ride

him. Sometimes, when we are both having a
hard time understanding each other, we just gal-
lop across the pasture and take a moment to
remember Teresa. Then itis back to work and
we both seem to have a better ride.

I can only hope that Teresa may come back
some day or maybe | will have to go to Finland to
visit. But a friend such as Teresa must be kept
close even if that is thousands of miles away. So
good luck in your adventures and farewell for
now.

Myriah Santistevan has always been
her mother’s pride and joy, but she
has added to her resume recently in
becoming a Saturday afternoon vol-
unteer instructor for the Saddle Club
Girls.

Shawna recently graduated from the

University of Wyoming with a degree in
Microbiology. Eventually she plans to
go back to school to become a forensic

pathologist.

Myriah showed an amazing amount
of responsibility this summer by pick-
ing up some of her Mom'’s duties
while Karol was out of town!
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4250 N 6 Mile Road
Casper, WY 82636

Phone: 307-472-7827

Fax: 307-473-7827

E-mail: reach4astar@vcn.com
Www.reach4astar.org

Hiser Farms will hold a FUN DAY
on Sept 20th. Call 234-0968 for
more information

L

Special Stick Ponies may be LEASED by
those who feel safer with both feet on the
ground




