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LEXSEE 347 U.S. 483

BROWNET AL. v. BOARD OF EDUCATION OF TOPEKA ET AL.

No. 1

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

347 U.S. 483; 74 S. Ct. 686; 98 L. Ed. 873; 1954 U.S. LEXIS 2094; 53 Ohio Op. 326; 38
ALR2d 1180

December 9, 1952, Argued
May 17, 1954, Decided

SUBSEQUENT HISTORY:
19353.

Reargued December 8,

PRIOR HISTORY: AFPEAL FROM THE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF
KANSAS. *

* Together with No. 2, Briggs et al. v. Elliott et
al., on appeal from the United States District
Court for the Eastern District of South Carolina,
argued December 9-10, 1952, reargued December
7-8, 1953; No. 4, Davis et al. v. County School
Board of Prince Edward County, Virginia, et al.,
on appeal from the United States District Court
for the Eastern District of Virginia, argued De-
cember 10, 1952, reargued December 7-8, 1953;
and No. 10, Gebhart et al. v. Belton et al., on cer-
tiorari to the Supreme Court of Delaware, argued
December 11, 1952, reargued December 9, 1953,

DISPOSITION: The Court overturned Plessy v. Fer-
guson and the "separate but equal” doctrine, finding that
it had no place in public education. Segregation was a
denial of the equal protection of the laws under the Four-
teenth Amendment. Separate educational facilities were
inherently unequal.

SUMMARY:

In each of the four cases involved the plaintiffs, Ne-
gro children, were denied admission to state public
schools attended by white children under state laws re-
quiring or permitting segregation according to race.
There were findings below that the Negro and white
schools involved had been equalized, or were being
equalized, with respect to buildings, curricula, qualifica-
tions and salaries of teachers, and other tangible factors.

In an opinion by Warren, Ch. 1., the Supreme Court
unanimously held that the plaintiffs, by reason of the
segregation complained of, were deprived of the equal
protection of the laws guaranteed by the Fourteenth
Amendment. The "separate but equal" doctrine an-
nounced in Plessy v. Ferguson, 163 US 537, 41 L Ed
256, 16 § Ct 1138, involving equality in transportation
facilities, under which equality of treatment is accorded
by providing Negroes and whites substantially equal,
though separate, facilities, was held to have no place in
the field of public education.

In view of the complex problems presented by the
formulation of the decrees, the cases were restored to the
docket for argument by the parties.

LAWYERS' EDITION HEADNOTES:

[***LEdHN1]

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES
§70

consolidated opinion -- racial segregation, --
Headnote:[1]

Even though cases involving the validity of racial
segregation laws are premised on different facts and dif-
ferent legal conditions, the common legal question justi-
fies their consideration together in a consolidated opin-
ion.

[***LEdHN2]
CONSTITUTIONAL LAW §17

Fourteenth Amendment -- construction -- contem-
porary history. --






