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                   2407 Boyd Avenue #11, Gallup, MN 87301 (505)722-0066   www.CARE66.org 

 

 

Project Update from Executive Director 
      
Director Sanjay Choudhrie still vividly recalls 
the life-altering conversation with former Gallup 
mayor, Bob Roseborough, about the plight of the 
homeless in Gallup—after 23 homeless died in 
one winter.  This lunch time meeting led to the 
mayor’s blue ribbon committee which formed 
the backbone of the non-profit group, CARE 66.  
Early board members included popular 
cardiologist Tom Richtsmeier, and Kristin 
Reeder who, for a year, delivered items to the 
homeless of Gallup from the trunk of her car. 
This humble beginning eventually led to the 

acquisition of Frances House, a prior detox 
facility with offered space to feed and clothe up 
to 25 men per night, and house the offices of the 
CARE 66 staff.  Their most recent building 
project was the beautiful Chuska Apartment 
complex, the first affordable housing project in 
Gallup, now reaching the final stages of the 
completion.  This is collaboration between 
CARE 66 and the New Mexico Council to End 
Homelessness and the Supportive Housing 
Coalition of New Mexico (SHC-NM) and 
funded by Tax credits and HUD grants. 

.  

 

 

The Chuska Apartments on 2500 East Aztec 
Avenue features 15 two-bedroom apartments 
and 15 three-bedroom apartments.  Sanjay 
orchestrated much of the fundraising efforts of 
this $8 million dollar venture, which took one 
year to build and brought much-needed jobs to 
the Gallup area. The complex features current 
green building technologies and energy-efficient 
designs, including rain water barrel collection, 
concrete floors, vaulted ceilings with skylights 
and solar heating panels on the roof.  Each unit 
has its own locked storage unit in the back and 
access to the play area, courtyards, and 
community room, with views of newly-planted 
landscaping and nearby hills.  Two thirds of the 
Chuska apartments will be rented to people who 
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can provide up to $200 a month in rent; and the 
remaining one-third to renters who earn less.  
All units have currently been filled. 

 

Sanjay, above, met his wife while pursuing a 
graduate theology program in Berkeley, CA, and 
followed her back to her native town of 
Gallup—where she had previously attended 
Rehoboth Christian School.  His previous 
background fundraising in the Bay Area has 
served him well here.  Soon to close escrow is 
the purchase of the old Lexington Hotel, which 
will provide additional housing for homeless 
veterans.  The challenge Sanjay faces, along 
with others who share his passion for homeless 
advocacy, is to help show people that investing 
in the lives of the homeless is a good 
investment.  He longs for people to look past the 
stereotypes of “drunks and bums” and see the 
potential that each man or woman has when they 
rise above their current situation.  Many of the 
values he shares he learned from his father, a 
doctor, who was an advocate for the needy in 
India. The success of several low-income 
housing programs implemented in Colorado 
inspires Sanjay to initiate many more innovative 
projects in Gallup.  He already has his sights on 
the Liberty Hotel in Gallup, and he hopes to 
provide housing for women and children as well. 
Another vision of Sanjay’s—a father of two 
young children—is to build a hospice for 
patients going through cancer treatment at local 
hospitals. 

Care 66 Support Services 

Acting as case manager for Care 66 residents is 
Jeff Olson, pictured below.  Jeff, a graduate of 
St. Cloud University in Minnesota, met his wife 
while serving in the Peace Corps in Niger.   
 

 

When his wife, Chris, received a scholarship for 
the teacher's program at Western New Mexico 
University, Jeff enrolled in the counseling 
program.  While studying there he met Tim 
Kelley, Chief Operating Officer at CARE 66, 
who inspired Jeff to join him on the staff in 
May, 2008.  During his first few months at 
CARE 66, Jeff has already been a great support 
to many residents in their efforts to secure 
housing and employment (working with Buck 
Largo and Miranda Yazzi, housing manager).  
Often this involves helping men to:  navigate the 
available social service benefits, obtain 
identification cards, fill out application forms, 
and   keep up with counseling and rehabilitation 
appointments.  To promote independence, 
Residents at CARE 66 are expected to assist 
with chores at the center, and to contribute $100 
a month for shelter, services, and food (over 400 
meals are served per month. There are about 20-
25 men at the shelter at any given time, about 
250 per year.  One of Jeff's goals is to find ways 
to stay in touch with the men who leave CARE 
66, many of whom have found more permanent 
forms of employment and housing, or 
occasionally a house of their own.   
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Update on Work Ventures 

 

 

Have a dirty job?  Call Buck Largo, our 
Employment Manager, who oversees handyman 
services at CARE 66.  Typical jobs include 
clean-up, general yard work, light construction 
and landscaping.  If you need a strong hand 
moving rocks, digging drainage ditches, building 
retaining walls, or even creating a slope, give 
Buck a call.  The prices are very competitive.  
The men also have experience mending fences 
and painting, which they do regularly at Red 
Rock State Park, along with cleaning animal 
stalls during Rodeo weekends, moving livestock, 
making banners, directing traffic, and picking up 
litter. The community has benefitted from the 
Handyman services of CARE 66, for both short-
term projects as well as long-term projects jobs, 
such as ongoing yard work at First United 
Methodist Church. The jobs are matched to the 
worker’s level of experience and interest, and 
their services are advertised throughout Gallup. 

All the residents are expected to earn weekly 
pay checks and to check the job postings.  Some 
of the residents are employed at local fast food 
outlets, local businesses like Dallago, or groups 
such as the Southwest Indian Foundation.  Last 
year the men earned over $70,000 of combined 
income, and they look forward to new ways to 
serve the community in the coming year.  One 
exciting new opportunity is the procurement of a 

processing plant on Dusty Road that enables 
CARE 66 to bottle its own custom-made salsa to 
sell to the general public.  They also will create 
salsa using a recipe of your choice.  

 

Mother Road Salsa 

Named after the road that made Gallup famous, 
Route 66 was referred to as the Mother Road 
because of its importance in helping move 
people and products between the east and west 
coast.  By buying Mother Road salsa you are 
helping people move towards new transitions in 
their lives, and get back on the road to success. 

Offered in 3 robust flavors, mild, medium and 
hot, Mother Road Salsa sells for $5.00 per jar 
and $60.00 per case (12 jars).  All proceeds 
benefit CARE 66.  Our salsa is made from the 
finest homemade ingredients, produced at our 
own processing plant and is approved by the 
Gallup Environmental department. Since this is 
a nonprofit venture, sales are permissible 
throughout the city, pending the building 
owner’s approval.  Mother Road Salsa will be 
promoted at local events and has already had an 
impressive debut at the flea market, where they 
sold 23 jars.   Please consider advertising our 
salsa by wearing our custom-designed Mother 
Road Salsa T-Shirts!  They are available in 
small, medium and large sizes with a colorful 
decal in front, and white Care 66 logo on back. 
T-Shirts come in black.  Available for just $15.  
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A Closer Look  

 

We can learn much from the homeless, when we 
take time to know them as individuals.  Roberto 
“Bird” Ramirez, pictured above, came to Care 
66 as a resident and quickly assumed the role of 
jack-of-all-trades handyman at CARE 66—and 
Salsa sales coordinator, a growing enterprise of 
CARE 66.  The events of Bird’s life would stir 
even the most stoic heart.  He left a life of gangs 
and drugs when he entered the army at the 
tender age of 17 and married his sweetheart, 
with help from a note from his mom!  Sent off 
for six months of basic training, Bird learned 
responsibility quickly while being trained as a 
heavy equipment operator and construction 
worker.  Bird served his country in Vietnam, 
Germany, Korea and Fort Hood, Texas, during 
which time he and his wife Donna had a son and 
a daughter, and adopted an 8-year-old girl.   He 
eventually returned to his roots in Albuquerque, 
where he worked as a cook and food service aide 
at the VA hospital.  The bottom dropped out of 
Bird’s life in 2003, when he was informed that 
his wife Donna was kidnapped, assaulted and 
murdered after a routine errand. Donna was an 
Assembly of God church member and Advocate 
of the homeless who worked for noon day 
ministries, and was well-loved throughout the 
city.  When Bird later learned that the killer, a 
crack addict, was released on a technicality after 
just a few months of serving his sentence, Bird 
spiraled into a deep depression. This led to the 
loss of his job, his house, and adopted daughter.  

Bird is grateful for opportunity to heal at CARE 
66, and for the counseling he received from the 
VA hospital while recovering from Post 
Traumatic Stress Syndrome.  The example of 
brave young servicemen there, returning from 
Iraq with devastating injuries, reminded him to 
think less of all he lost and more of what he still 
had.  Bird also finds healing through assisting 
the elderly residents at the Little Sisters of the 
Poor in their exercise class and crafts session 
once a week.  Formerly an accomplished wood 
worker who sold his pieces all around New 
Mexico, Bird now uses his creativity to make 
moccasins.  Bird wishes to help those with drug 
and alcohol recovery problems, and plans to 
pursue a counseling program UNM Gallup.  
Bird is a caring and competent individual with a 
heart of compassion, who is working hard to 
rebuild his life and maintain a positive attitude 
in life despite adversity. 

 

Volunteer Services 

CARE 66 is pleased to have a new volunteer 
services coordinator, Geri Moore.  Geri, who 
came to New Mexico from the Cape Cod, MA 
area, has been at CARE 66 since May, 2008.  
While she misses the ocean, Geri plunged into 
her new job with full force, and has made many 
valuable contributions in her short time here. 
Between fulfilling her own responsibilities, Geri 
juggles the various volunteer groups who come 
to town to assist CARE 66, and may have more 
energy than everyone combined.  She has used 
her past training in addiction and forgiveness 
issues to help the hurting in Gallup.  Once a 
week she also works with the women at the local 
detention center, encouraging women to open up 
and share their pain in a non-threatening 
environment.  She hopes to involve the CARE 
66 residents in similar ventures as a way to reach 
out to others and to promote their own recovery.  
In reaching out to others, volunteers often 
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receive as much as they give.  That has been the 
experience of those from the Palo Alto Christian 
Reformed Church, Calif. and Traci Kosters of 
San Jose, CA, who came to spend a week at 
CARE 66 from July 14-July 18.   

 
Geri (center) with volunteers on a lunch break 

The PACRC helped out in many practical ways; 
in four days they created a shade awning for the 
backyard patio, categorized the storage room 
and rummage sale donations, organized office 
files and supplies, arranged books, cooked 
several lunches, and weeded around the Salsa 
plant and Frances House.  On the creative side, 
they revamped the web site, interviewed staff 
and residents for the newsletter, put a resident’s 
poem to music, decorated a display case, and 
created a YouTube video clip for CARE 66. 

Earlier volunteer groups who came in the 
summer of 2008 include the St. Barnabas Youth 
Group  Indianapolis, IN, the Risen Savior Youth 
Group in Albuquerque, NM, the McKinley 
County Teen Court in Gallup, the Veteran’s 
Group, the NCI, and the Rehoboth Christian 
School in Gallup, and the Zuni TANF in Zuni, 
NM. 

Volunteer and Donation Needs 

CARE 66 is grateful for its short-term and 
ongoing volunteers, and Kathy Downer and 
Mickey Chapman who help with bookkeeping.  
They still need volunteer help from computer-

savvy individuals to update the web site, and 
solve computer issues. “New” and refurbished 
computers and printers are always gratefully 
accepted! 

CARE 66 is grateful to recent day-time cook, 
Roy Lansdowne, who has come to the rescue in 
the kitchen after the previous cooks departed.  
Cooking assistance, meals and groceries are still 
much-needed contributions to the center, along 
with regular volunteers to provide donation 
pick-ups, special event assistance, organizational 
skills, and administrative help to the volunteer 
coordinator and executive director.  While 
CARE 66 employs client advocates and case 
managers, life skills and financial coaches are 
always needed as well, to help the men transition 
towards regular employment, continuing 
education, and permanent housing. 

Upcoming and Recent Events 

August 14, 2008: Navajo Code Talker’s Day and 
Celebration at Window Rock. 

August 15, 2008, 6 pm.: Navajo Code Talkers 
Memorial Dinner to be held at Rehoboth Middle 
School on Route 66.  A former Navajo Code 
Talker will be speaking at Navajo Code Talkers 
Communication Center on campus following the 
dinner.  Photos and art will depict just some of 
the accomplishments of the Navajo people in 
past war efforts.  Many Native Americans also 
served in Korea, Vietnam, and still serve today. 

Ms. Zuni dinner and talk: To be held at CARE 
66, Date to be determined. Please call for info.   

September 21, 2008: Pinwheels for Peace 
(www.pinwheelsforpeace.org) will be held in 
collaboration with Rehoboth Christian School, 
Big Brothers, Big Sisters, McKinley County 
Teen Court, and other civic and youth groups 
who assist CARE 66 in embracing a new 
approach to help the homeless.  If interested in 
making pinwheels, call Geri at (505)722-0066.  
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November 16-22, 2008: National Homelessness 
week. Men from CARE 66 will be speaking at 
various events to put a face on homelessness.  
www.nationalhomeless.org  

Geri Moore is seeking civic, church, and school 
groups to form committees and organize events 
and fundraisers, to support the local homeless. 

July 16, 2008:  Ms. Navajo, pictured with some 
of the residents of CARE 66, inspired the men. 
Her talk was covered by the Gallup Independent. 

 

July 4, 2008: 4th of July Barbeque at Care 66. 
The evening was hosted by the Curley family.  

March 1, 2008:  Annual Gala Event, Fundraiser 
The evening started at 6 pm. with dinner, laughs, 
dancing and entertainment by Wayland Pickard, 
“Music and Comedy Variety artist of the year,” 
followed by Dick Chavez and his famous 
Galupeno (Jalapeno) band.  

 

Fund Raising Efforts 

Many CARE 66 funds have come from the 
Southwest Indian Foundation, The Daniels 
Fund, the City of Gallup, McKinley County, a 
Catholic Charities' Stone Soup Grant, and the 
New Mexico Mortgage Finance Authority. 
Fund-raising for operating funds is an ongoing 
effort.  Our grant writer is Ben Fredrickson, a 
graduate of Calvin College, in Michigan.  

          
Dream catcher made by CARE 66 resident, Alrit Halote  

 

Creative Corner 

CARE 66 is looking for contributions from 
residents for the newsletter and/or website. The 
following poem was written by a former 
resident, Stephen Gilbert. 

I was down and out and about,       
 Trying to discover, 

      How I from homelessness,  
 Could recover, 

Cruising down the road,   
 Trying to release this heavy load, 

Wandering through the maze,  
 Still in an unfamiliar haze, 

I'm trying to relocate my soul,  
 To break free from this everlasting daze, 

I want to let my mind fly free,         
And to sit below and enjoy the beauty and 
the breeze,           

From the green fields,    
And the blossoming trees, 

Viewing that little home next to the lake,      
I will put everything at stake,               

To fly free again, And to totally remake,  
My life no longer at stake, 

Feeling the air,    
 Hearing all living sounds everywhere, 

I believe I have relocated my soul,        
Thank you God for this everlasting goal. 
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