
Partners seated left to right are Ann Sims, MD, Advocacy Center Medical Director; Eldon Swenson, Commander 
Waco Police Department; Kraig Disney, Sergeant Waco Police Department Crimes Against Children Police Unit; 
John Segrest, McLennan County District Attorney; Kerry Burkley, Childrenõs Advocacy Center Program Director; 
Randy Plemons, Chief Deputy McLennan County Sheriffs Department; Teresa Gold, Program Director Child 
Protective Services; Susan Burt, Court Appointed Special Advocates Program Director 

On Tuesday, April 18, 

2006, local TV stations 

(channels 6 and 10) broad-

cast a press conference 

hosted at the Advocacy 

Center by 

agency partners.  

The goal of the 

conference was 

to educate the 

community 

about how to 

confront child 

abuse.  Keeping 

children safe 

demands active 

cooperation be-

tween service providers, 

area agencies, and  the 

community. 

òWe choose to work to-

gether in order to protect 

and heal,ó said McLennan 

County District Attorney, 

John Segrest.  òThe multi-

disciplinary team that cre-

ates the Advocacy Center 

helps us to refocus our 

goals and to keep 

looking beyond 

our own needs to 

the needs of the 

entire commu-

nity and each 

child.ó 

Sergeant Kraig 

Disney of the 

Waco Police De-

partment Crimes 

Against Children 

Unit emphasizes that peo-

ple have a moral and legal 

responsibility when it 

comes to reporting sus-

pected physical, sexual and 

emotional abuse. òWorking 

together, we have all the 

services for victims and 

their families in 

one place. We 

are a one-stop-

shop for inves-

tigation, coun-

seling and sup-

port services; 

but people 

need to report 

suspected 

abuse for the 

healing to be-

gin. The team 

is ready, but it 

is up to you to 

activate it.ó 

When child 

abuse is sus-

pected, òYou have got to 

make the call,ó says Chil-

drenõs Advocacy Center 
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Program Director, Kerry 

Burkley. òSo many times 

people struggle over what 

to do when they see some-

one being mistreated and 

harmed. Help is available, 

but many children remain 

in harmõs way because 

people do not understand 

the processes involved in 

obtaining it.ó  

It is crucial that each indi-

vidual understands his or 

her responsibility in pro-

tecting the lives of chil-

dren. Learning about avail-

able services to confront 

the conse-

quences of vio-

lence equips 

people to join 

in the effort. 

When in doubt, 

call the state-

wide child 

abuse reporting 

hotline 1-800-

252-5400 and 

give the team 

of professionals 

the opportunity 

to help and 

advocate for 

that child. If 

there is an im-

mediate threat, call 911 for 

emergency response. 

ñWe choose to 

work together in 

order to protect 

and heal,ò said 

McLennan 

County District 

Attorney, John 

Segrest.   

Sergeant Kraig 

Disney of the Waco 

Police Department  

said, ñWorking 

together, we have 

all the services for 

victims and their 

families in one 

place. We are a one -

stop -shop for 

investigation, 

counseling and 

support serviceséò 



Hello and Happy Summer 

Days to You! 

School is out, vacation 

time is here, and we are in 

the planning stages of our 

annual òClues and Cock-

tailsó event which will take 

place January 27, 2007 at 

the Lee Lockwood Library 

and Museum on West 

Waco Drive in Waco. 

Beverly Fallon and Robin 

Oakes are diligently work-

ing on filling all the com-

mittees for various activi-

ties.  Many volunteers are 

needed to assist the brave 

committee chairs to make 

this work. 

Sheree Corn will head up 

our famous auction and is 

trying very hard to come 

up with some unique gift 

packages, in various price 

ranges, so that every guest 

will want to bid on some-

thing. 

Our main focus right now 

should be to solicit spon-

sors for the various spon-

sorship levels. We all do 

business with banks, 

stores, dry cleaning places, 

restaurants, veterinaries, 

doctors, liquor stores, car 

dealerships, gift shops and 

many other establishments 

that we can ask to help us 

with this worthwhile cause 

to help victims of crime 

and children in our com-

munity. 

We will have several spon-

sorship levels, and those 

that may not be able to be 

a sponsor may be able to 

contribute a gift certificate, 

a trip, a service or a nice 

gift to be auctioned off. 

We are in need of every-

thing and anything! 

As before, we will start the 

evening with our Cocktail 

Party, followed by our 

Fabulous Dinner and En-

tertainment, and conclude 

with our Famous Auction. 

Please join us when we 

meet twice per month for 

our Clues and Cocktails 

meetings and give us your 

advice and help.  Our Goal 

is a lofty one: $100,000.00. 

All of us together can DO 

it! 

We will gladly assign you 

to a committee; call us or 

we will call YOU! 

Sincerely, Ute Roden 

From Your President 
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Ute Roden 

Board President 

Welcome New Boar d Membe rs 

Hicks, Mike Jones, Carolyn 

Keathley, Rachel Miller, 

Robin Oakes, Randy 

Plemons, Joe Reed, Sandra 

Reyna, Ute Roden, Regina 

Rudd, John Segrest, Brent 

Stroman, Richard Wallace, 

and Robert West. 

Welcome to new board 

members Lisa Alcorn, Clint 

Capers, Lisa Clevenger, 

Colin Cohen, Scott Geiger, 

Loeen Irons, Fredda Murff, 

and Anne Osler.  Continuing 

as board members are 

Daniel Burkeen, Beverly 

Fallon, Teresa Gold, Debra 

Clues & 

Cocktails 2007 

will be January 

27, 2007 at the 

Lee Lockwood 

Library in Waco.  

Contact David Davis 

for Sponsorship 

information at     

752 -9330, ext. 112.  

Church groups like the one from Victorious Life Church, who spent 

an afternoon working on our landscaping, and Lake Shore Baptist 

Church, who spent a Saturday working in our art therapy room, 

really help us make the Center more inviting for our clients. 

Community groups such as churches, service organizations and oth-

ers may become involved on an on-going or short-term basis.  Some 

short-term options include adopting a family at Thanksgiving or 

Christmas, providing clothing and snacks to be used at the hospitals 

after sexual assault exams, and donating stuffed animals or quilts for 

the children.  See page 8 for information on long term commit-

ments.  Give us a call if you have a group willing to help us serve 

our community. 

Community Groups Help 

The Victorious Life crew - Kevin Harrison, Pastor and 

members of the  Breshers, Jefferson, and Ramirez 

families. 



attacker. I am sure there is 

a place for preparation and 

self-defense training, but 

frequently these individual 

efforts to take control of 

threatening events are in-

adequate and leave victims 

struggling with feelings of 

failure, shame and an on-

going fear that 

it may happen 

again. 

Like individual 

victims, com-

munities can 

freeze in the 

face of vio-

lence. We shy 

away from details or rein-

force a belief system that 

struggles to convince that it 

will never happen to us. 

When reading the paper, 

we read with an eye to ex-

clude ourselves from the 

scenario. We tell ourselves, 

òI donõt buy my gas there, 

so this does not affect me.ó 

òI donõt get out at night, so 

I will be O.K.ó òMy child 

wonõt date that kind of per-

son, so I shouldnõt have to 

worry.ó Unfortunately, vio-

lent crime can be indis-

criminant, and the mere 

assumption of Rabbi Har-

old Kushnerõs book, When 

Bad Things Happen to 

Good People, can become 

an undeniable truism. 

I have reached the conclu-

sion that violence cannot 

The 

Waco 

Tribune 

Herald 

reports it 

every 

day. A 

young womanõs car is 

forced off the road and she 

is left for dead near an iso-

lated field after being raped 

and tortured for hours. A 

case is heard in the court-

house concerning a stepfa-

ther who is arrested locally 

with sexually explicit pic-

tures taken of his wifeõs 

teen daughter beside him 

in the car, and it is discov-

ered that he is a previously 

registered sex offender 

who has fathered the girlõs 

child. An elderly couple 

carrying groceries into their 

home are followed inside 

by several teenage boys 

who beat them, terrorize 

them and steal their keys 

and car from their own 

driveway. We see violence 

on the news, and FBI sta-

tistics seem to indicate that 

it is on the rise. 

Psychologists have long 

summarized the human 

response to danger in three 

basic categories: Fight, 

Flight or Freeze.  By far, 

people who freeze when 

placed in the seat of danger 

outnumber those who can 

outrun or overcome their 

remain an individual prob-

lem if we, as a community, 

choose to actively engage 

it. Violence is not merely 

òhis problemó or òher 

problem.ó  It is not a 

òwomenõs issueó or a 

òchildrenõs issue.ó  It is a 

challenge for our culture 

and our way 

of life. Living 

freely and 

safely is a right 

that warrants 

protection. At 

the Advocacy 

Center, there 

is evidence 

that the com-

munity is reclaiming this 

right and refusing to toler-

ate brutality. Every week, 

survivors of violent crime 

gather to share strength 

and encourage each other 

From the Executive Director  
to live in ways which deny 

abusers that last word. 

This newsletter highlights 

the efforts and motivations 

of volunteers who stand 

against violence through 

acts of compassion. These 

are community people who 

refuse to be passive when 

their neighbors are hurt. 

They give their time and 

donate their resources. 

They come to prepare re-

ports about the children 

they visit or turn in the cell 

phone they checked out to 

cover the hotline over the 

weekend. They drop by the 

agency to see what more 

can be done with their sup-

port. They may see their 

task as large or small, but it 

is clear that our work 

would be impossible with-

out their commitment. 
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David Davis 

Executive Director 

3/22/06é In recognition of Senator Kip Averittõs outstanding 

service to children, the Amerigroup donated $2,500.00 in his 

honor to the Advocacy Center.  Accepting the check is David 

Davis, Executive Director. 

Senator Kip Averitt  

Honored by Amerigroup 

Living freely and 

safely is a right that 

warrants protection. 

At the Advocacy Cen-

ter, there is evidence 

that the community is 

reclaiming this right 

and refusing to tol-

erate brutality.  



The Childrenõs Advocacy 

Center (CAC) program 

continues to provide ser-

vices to abused children 

and their families.  Investi-

gation of these crimes is 

efficiently done through 

the collaboration of all our 

team partners.  McLennan 

county and friends of the 

Advocacy Center should be 

proud of the way our part-

ners professionally work 

together to intervene in the 

abuse of children. 

In addition, the CAC has 

experienced an increase in 

families who attend the 

family enrichment sessions.  

This program, Family For-

ward, continues to chal-

lenge and equip parents 

with resources to help 

them in their family 

settings.  Parents often 

show enthusiasm and 

several have requested 

to take the sessions 

again. 

The Childrenõs Advocacy 

Center also had an increase 

in attention received by the 

Child Fatality Review 

Team (CFRT).   

Last month, the McLennan 

County CFRT, which is 

facilitated by the CAC, was 

visited by a representative 

of the Texas State 

CFRT.  Our local 

team received sev-

eral commenda-

tions for its work.  

The Texas State CFRT is 

using our local team as a 

model for other CFRTs. 

In addition, education pro-

grams are being provided 

to summer schools, church 

groups and others about 

risk reduction and what to 

do if abuse happens.  Con-

tact Becky Maddox at 254-

752-9330, ext. 109 for 

more information or to set 

up an educational program 

for your school, church, or 

other group.  

 

The CAC 

program 

would 

like to 

recognize 

Ashley 

Wilhite 

for all her hard work and 

enthusiasm as she volun-

teers at the Advocacy Cen-

ter. 

Ashley Wilhite is a student 

at Baylor in the Child and 

Family Studies program 

with a minor in French. 

She is doing her practicum 

with the Childrenõs Advo-

cacy Center and works 

with the children who are 

seeing the forensic inter-

viewer and/or medical 

doctor.   

In her free time she likes to 

run, visit and travel with 

friends, and watch movies.  

She says her mom has been 

the most influential person 

in her life and she has 

gained so much strength 

from her.  Her decision to 

become a counselor was 

made, in part, because of 

the book Reviving Ophelia 

by Mary Pipher.  

Ashley chose the Advocacy 

Center for her practicum 

based on a recommenda-

tion by one of her profes-

sors.  In speaking about 

her experience as a volun-

teer, Ashley said, òI have 

become more aware of 

people and their needs.  If 

you are thinking about vol-

unteering ð Do It! You 

will never experience any-

thing like it.  It is one of 

the most rewarding experi-

ences you will have.ó 

Childrenõs Advocacy Center 
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Kerry Burkley, Program Director 

Children's Advocacy Center   


