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The Advocacy Center for Crime Victims and  

Children thanks the sponsors of our  

Speak Up for Kids 5K/10K Run for CASA  

of McLennan & Hill Counties. 

October 13, 2007 

Volunteer Reception 

November 26, 2007 
 

Court Appointed Special Advocates, Crisis Intervention Advocates,  

Board Members and so many moreé  

You are appreciated and you make a difference.  Thank you.  

BlueCross BlueShield of Texas 
KWTX News 10 

Methodist Childrenõs Home  
Ben E. Keith 

Bird-Kultgen Ford 
Brookshire Grocery Co 

City of Waco 
Cole Ford Sales 
Nicole Crain 

Magi and David Davis 
Dealers Electrical Supply 

Dr Pepper Bottling Co of Texas 
Dwyer Group 

East Texas Medical Center 
Edward Jones Investments 

First National Bank of McGregor 
Kay and Glenn Furman 

Bill Goss 
Greater Waco Theta Alumnae 

H-E-B 
Impress Printers 

James Avery 
Patricia Wilson and Mike Jones 

KXXV News 25 

Karen and Mike Leatherwood 
D'Ann and Sam Lee 

Master Foods 
Moon River Ranch 
Oak Farms Waco 

Kim Baker Obenoskey 
Optimist Club of Waco 

Patrickõs Dry Clean Super Center 
Reddy Ice 

Sandy Reyna 
Shipley Donuts 
Souper Salad 

Spa at Canyon Oaks 
Swift Outdoor Advertising 

Texas Farm Bureau 
Debra and Randolph Veazey 

Unitarian Universalist  
Fellowship of Waco 

Barbara and Steve Wright 
 

é and thanks to Race Coordinator,  
Nancy Goodnight, the 5K/10K 
Run committee, volunteers, and 

runners. 

The Race earned almost $15,000.  THANK YOU! 

Drop off items at the Advocacy Center on  

2323 Columbus Avenue in Waco  

8:30 am - 12:00 & 1:00 - 5:00 pm. 

 Wish List  

Journals 

New craft & art supplies (smaller 

individual sizes) 

PlayDoh 

Coloring books with crayons 

Childrenõs DVDs 

Gallon size zip-lock bags 

Canvas tote bags (large) 

Bulk packages of individual snack 

items, canned soft drinks, bottled 

water for hospital exam rooms 

Wal-Mart gift cards for client assistance 

City of Waco bus passes for clients 

Wide-tooth combs 

New clothing for sexual assault survi-

vors to wear home from the hospital 

(their clothing becomes evidence)  

womenõs underwear and sports 
bras  

boyõs boxers 

socks 

light weight sweat pants 

dark color t-shirts (large sizes) 
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From the Executive Director 
Article by David Davis published in the  

Waco Tribune-Herald on Saturday,  

December 08, 2007 

Her loneliness, our obligation  

Winter came early for me this season. Weeks 

before its official arrival, I experienced a feel-

ing that might be as cold as it gets. 

In the chilling drizzle of the first day of December, I 

stood at a graveside service pondering the loss of a        

16-year-old foster child who took her life.  She died alone 

in a residential treatment center. 

Knowing the love and concern held for this child by   

volunteers and supervisors of CASA - Court Appointed 

Special Advocates - I was confronted with the desperate 

reality of her deep sense of abandonment. 

What is it going to 

take to create a world 

where every child 

knows he or she is 

someone to be valued? 

How can we act to 

bring to realization the 

truth that every life 

matters and each    

person is worthy of 

respect? 

A look through the lens of the Advocacy Center can be 

frightening.  

Our view is full of bruises and scarred lives.  We see   

children used for the sexual gratification of their        

caretakers.  We see girls and boys who might spend the 

next 30 years living with painful questions about the   

actions of an uncle, cousin or family friend. 

We see date-rape victims.  We see people frustrated,  

hurting and willing to give up.  

As much as I would like to believe that a simple wish can 

make broken lives whole again, on the first day of this 

December I was forced to acknowledge that there was no 

magic wand. 

I looked in my hand and all I found to hold was an      

invitation to join in the campaign to prevent child abuse. 

The invitation is for all of us to stand in the gap between 

what is broken and what is intact.  It asks each one of us 

to step into the space of 

loneliness so keenly felt by 

abuse victims. 

It is an invitation for you to 

tell someone in our     

community that they are 

not alone, that they matter, that no one has the right to 

treat them badly. 

The invitation I held in my hand is to become part of our 

efforts and be a CASA volunteer, a crisis intervention  

advocate or a financial contributor.  

Over the past eight years working at 

the Advocacy Center, I have seen the 

power of people working together.  

With the encouragement of staff and 

volunteers, I have seen survivors of 

violence experience that they are not 

alone and begin trusting the path 

away from the false protection of 

isolation. 

Healing is rarely accomplished alone. 

The journey toward wholeness is not 

an easy one.  So I challenge our  

community to get more involved.  With your help, we can 

work toward a day when every child is valued and every 

person is respected. 

I stood at a graveside service 

pondering the loss of a 16-year-old 

foster child who took her life.  

She died alone... 

Three programs, one agency, one missioné 
 

Many people are hurting because of an act of violence committed against 

them.  Anyone - men, women, and children may be affected by violence.  Our 

children are subjected to neglect, physical, emotional and sexual abuse.  Research 

shows as many as 1 in 4 girls will be victims of sexual abuse by the time they 

are 18-years-old.  For boys, the number is 1in 6.  Often the abuse is a òfamily 

secretó passed from one generation to another. 

The Advocacy Center for Crime Victims and Children is ready to walk with 

survivors on their journey of healing.  Safe, professional, confidential, services are 

available for victims and their friends and families.  

VOLUNTEER TODAY 
 

Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA)   

Crisis Intervention Advocates   

See page 7 for training times.  
 

 

Visit our website www.advocacycntr.org  to 

download a volunteer application.  

David Davis 

Executive 

Director 

http://www.advocacycntr.org


What Should I Do to Help a Child Who Has Been Sexually Abused? 
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If a child hints, even in a vague way, that sexual abuse has 

occurred, stay calm.  Children frequently report abuse in a 

piecemeal manner to see how you will react and determine 

your trustworthiness.  Here are some more suggestions for 

handling a child's disclosure of abuse.  

Tell them that you believe them. 

Assure the child that he did the right thing in telling. 

Tell the child she is very brave for telling someone. 

Tell the child he/she is not to blame for the abuse. 

Be supportive of the child. 

Be careful of scaring the child by ex-

hibiting strong emotions, such as an-

ger, in the child's presence. 

Don't be afraid to show affection 

toward the child. 

Find out how the child feels physi-

cally.  Does his body hurt anywhere? 

Notify the police.  Do not take the 

law into your own hands. 

Seek help in coping with the incident. 

Contact the Advocacy Center for 

Crime Victims and Children.  We 

provide support for both the child and loved ones. 

With the love and support of adults such as parents, teach-

ers, and counselors, children can recover and thrive after 

these traumatic incidents.  

How Does the Victim Recover? 

Sometimes, victims are able to begin recovery with the 

help of friends and family shortly after the incident occurs.  

Others wait until adulthood to begin sorting through the 

issues.  Whether young or old, the following issues are 

common to many survivors of child sexual abuse.  

Many survivors blame themselves and feel guilty or partly 

responsible for the abuse.  It is important for survivors of 

sexual abuse to understand that what happened to them 

was in no way their fault.  The fault lies completely on the 

shoulders of the abuser. 

Because their trust in an adult or older teen was betrayed, 

trusting others is often difficult.  Often, survivors must 

learn to trust others again. 

Abuse in any form may leave survivors with a low sense 

of self-worth or self-esteem.  Survivors of sexual abuse 

may not feel good about their body or sexuality.  

Learning to deal with anger can be a challenge for any-

one.  For survivors of sexual abuse, their anger may be 

aimed at someone they care for, which is especially con-

fusing.  Survivors may take their anger out on others or 

on themselves.  Learning to heal and express pain and 

anger in a healthy manner is one step 

towards recovery. 

It is important to remember that people 

who have experienced sexual abuse can 

grow up to be kind, courageous, tough 

and smart.  All people can grow from 

hard times in their lives.  The vast ma-

jority of sexually abused children do 

NOT grow up to abuse others. 

What About the Needs of the Family 

of the Victim? 

The family of a child abuse victim is also 

greatly impacted.  Some families even become divided 

and take sides, especially if the offender is someone 

within or close to the family.  Many parents and families 

feel the following when someone they love is abused:  

Confusion, denial, fear or shame 

Self-blame or guilt for not being able to protect their 

child 

Anger at the offender and sometimes the survivor 

Fear/self-doubt about raising healthy, safe children. 

Another family member may also have been a victim 

of child sexual abuse which can cause this event to 

open the flood-gates of emotion for them. 

(Excerpted from www.taasa.org) 
 

For more information:  www.taasa.org 

     www.texascasa.org 

     www.cactx.org  

Advocacy Center for Crime 

Victims and Children 

254-752-9330, ext 100 

Hotline 254-752-7233 

www.advocacycntr.org 

Texas Department of 

Protective and Regulatory 

Services Abuse Hotline  

1-800-252-5400 
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Three Programs, One Agency, One Mission...  

THE VICTIMS CENTER 

Prevention, support, advocacy, and counseling 

for sexual assault survivors and other victims of 

crime  

Crisis Intervention Advocates  ð immediate 24/7 

response through the crisis hotline and caring ad-

vocates for sexual assault victims at the hospital  

Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners  ð forensic medical  

examinations conducted by compassionate 

nurses at both Waco hospitals for sexual assault 

victims  

Case Management  ð assessment, referrals, and 

advocacy for clients with law enforcement, the 

court system, and other agencies  

Counseling  ð professional, confidential counseling 

for victims of all crimes and their families  

Support groups  ð sexual assault survivor groups for 

women, men, boys, girls, and teens  

Groups for family members and others who have 

lost a loved one to homicide or suicide  

Call our crisis hotline at 254 -752-7233 or  

1-888-867-7233 

COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATES (CASA) 

Court Appointed Special Advocates make a big difference in the lives of abused and neglected children.  CASA volun-

teers become consistent partners and voices for children in the court system.  

Our volunteers collaborate with Child Protective Service workers, lawyers, teachers, counselors, and doctors, along with 

foster and biological parents in seeking a safe, permanent home.  

The most important qualification for a CASA volunteer is a strong commitment to making a difference in the life of a  

hurting child.  Volunteers help children learn that love can be given without pain or exploitation.  

CHILDRENõS ADVOCACY CENTER (CAC) 

A holistic, coordinated response to suspected sexual and physical abuse  

Videotaped interview  ð gives the child an opportunity to tell his or her story  

Medical examination  ð ensures the physical health of the child  

Weekly C ase Review  ð partner agencies oversee each case from beginning to end  

Partner agencies  ð Law enforcement, Child Protective Services, the District Attorney, the medical community, social 

workers, and case managers  

Child Fatality Review  Team ð tracks trends and risks; educates the community in ways to prevent child deaths  

Community Education  ð informs children, teachers, clergy and other community members about child abuse prevention and 

other related issues; family enrichment groups provide non -violent ways to deal with communication and discipline issues  
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THE VICTIMS CENTER 

During this season, many 

of us reflect on all we 

have to be grateful for.  I 

have been reminded lately 

how fortunate the      

Victimõs Center is to have 

such a dedicated group of staff and   

volunteers.  The Victimõs Center pro-

vides free counseling, case management 

and advocacy to those who have been 

touched by crime.  We are able to meet the needs 

of our community because of the time, energy and 

tireless effort of the staff,  interns and hotline advo-

cates who make up our team.   

I just received a Christmas card from someone who 

was helped by our services and took the time to 

express that it was so meaningful to have someone 

simply be present and listen when it was really 

needed.  Knowing that we are able to be present in 

a time of need is meaningful to all who work in the 

Victimõs Center. 

The holiday season seemed 

the perfect time to express our       

appreciation for the countless hours 

spent by those who have come      

forward to give their time to assist others in crisis.  The         

Advocacy Center recently hosted a volunteer appreciation 

reception to thank our many volunteers who carry out      

activities from answering the crisis hotline and accompanying 

victims of sexual assault to the hospital to supporting us in 

our work by helping in the office.  Each of these roles is vital 

to our being able to provide the highest level of service.   

What is amazing about all those who work or volunteer at the 

agency is how much meaning they get from the experience as 

well.  Listening to the volunteers who attended the reception 

share what their volunteer work has meant to them reminded 

me again how helping others helps us all.  If you would like to 

offer your time or resources to the Advocacy Center, please 

contact our volunteer coordinator.  Your efforts will play an 

important role in bringing healing to others.   

Happy Holidays! 

Michelle Davis, Victims Center Clinical Director 

New Volunteers 

Becca Bish 

Mindy Duong 

Judy Fisk 

Jaymi Furniss 

Jade George 

Kelly Knox 

Colby Longoria 

Kasia Maartens 

Chris Oliver 

Taylor Payne 

Elizabeth Powell 

Cynthia Sargent 

Allison Tate 

Viviana Triana 

CHILDRENõS ADVOCACY CENTER (CAC) 

As we bring in the New Year, 

we have a few celebrations to 

note.  This week the Childrenõs 

Advocacy Center honored staff 

member Melody Zuniga as she was inducted as 

a charter member of the Professional Society 

of Forensic Interviewers.  The Professional 

Society of Forensic Interviewers was created 

this year by the Childrenõs Advocacy Centers 

of Texas, Inc.(CACTX), the statewide association for the 

61 local advocacy centers across the state, as an effort to set 

professional standards and best practices for 

this very specialized group.  Several members 

of our Multi-Disciplinary Team (MDT) were  

invited to participate in a three day leadership 

session sponsored by CACTX in January 

2008.   

Our Education Coordinator, 

Becky Maddox and Educator 

Wade Moore continue to offer 

presentations in local schools 

across six counties.  In             

collaboration with the Baylor 

School of Social Work, 26 Master level students assisted the 

Family Forward Middle Way Family Enrichment program.  

Each student was trained to lead the class discussion and 

engage each participant in activities to promote healthy 

communication and other ways to deal with family issues. 

The McLennan County Drug         

Endangered Childrenõs Initiative   

celebrated its 1st Anniversary of     

collaborating to bring services to   

children who are exposed to drugs or 

harmful substances.  Childrenõs Advocacy Center Program 

Director, Rev. Kerry Burkley was honored by CACTX with 

the honorable mention 2007 Team Excellence Award.  This 

award is given to outstanding CAC staff who have made 

great efforts in upholding CACTX standards of meeting 

the needs of children and families affected by abuse.   

Happy New Year!  

Kerry Burkley, CAC Program Director 

Thank You  

Dollar General  



COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATES 

Amidst all the hurriedness of the Holiday Season, I 

pause to reflect on the generosity of others.  In years 

past the CASA team has had to scramble, many times 

spending their own money, to provide gifts to our 

abused and neglected children who otherwise would 

go without.  Through very generous contributions 

this Holiday Season, I am happy to report that all 

CASA children will have gifts.   

My wish list for the coming year is to have a CASA volunteer advocate for every child in the     

foster care system.  Please search your heart and see if you can give 8-10 hours a month to make a      

difference in the life of an abused or neglected child. 

Holiday Blessings, 

Susan Burt, CASA Program Director 

 

Volunteer training begins January 19, 2008.  

See page 7 for more information or call  

254-752-9330, ext. 118 or 141.  
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NEW CASA 

VOLUNTEERS  

Marie Barnes 

Charles Finley  

Debbie Finley 

DõAnn Lee 

Dani Kloepper 

Sharon Palmer 

Luoana Rotar 

Deidre Sapien 

Georgeen Scanes 

Deseray Sedillo 

Gwen Skold 

Jessica Ybarra 

Busy wrapping all those giftsé. THANKS! 

If not me, who? If not now, when? 

VOLUNTEER OR REQUEST MORE INFORMATION 

I am interested in: (check all that apply) 

Ä Childrenôs Advocacy Center Volunteer (CAC) 

Ä Court Appointed Special  Advocate (CASA) 

Ä Crisis Intervention Advocate (The Victims Center) 

Ä Office Volunteer  

Ä SANE Nurse 

Ä I would like more information  

Ä I want to schedule a presentation for my group  

Ä Other          
 

Visit our website www.advocacycntr.org to find out more 
about our agency. 

Name                 

Address            

City, State, Zip          

Phone            

Email            
Advocacy Center for Crime Victims and Children 

2323 Columbus Avenue È Waco, TX 76701 

DONATE AND HELP CHILDREN AND ADULT SURVIVORS OF  

SEXUAL ASSAULT AND OTHER VIOLENT CRIMES 

Name              

Address              

City/State/Zip             

Phone       Email          

Enclosed is my contribution of: (check amount and type) 

Ž $25  Ž $50  Ž $100   Ž $        Ž Check  Ž MasterCard  Ž Visa  

Name on Card            

Card No.             

Expiration date       /            /      

Signature             

This gift is in honor/memory of           

Please make checks payable to:  

Advocacy Center for Crime Victims and Children   
2323 Columbus Avenue È Waco, TX  76701 

Visit our website www.advocacycntr.org to donate on-line.  

All contributions to the Advocacy Center for Crime Victims and Children, which is a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization, are tax deductible as allowed by law. 

http://www.advocacycntr.org
http://www.advocacycntr.org
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Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) Training  

January 19 - 31, 2008  

Saturday, Jan 19        10:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Tuesday through Thursday, Jan  22 - 24  5:30 - 9:00 pm 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday Jan 28, 29, & 31  5:30 - 9:00 pm 
 

  

There are over 600 children in our area who need your help.  They have 

been placed in foster care because of severe abuse or neglect.  It is up to a 

judge to decide their futures.  Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) are 

trained volunteers who speak up for these children.   
 

To be considered as a volunteer for CASA, applicants must 

be at least 21 years of age. They must have a valid driverõs 

license and proof of auto liability insurance.  Volunteers 

must also be cleared through criminal and child abuse background checks. 
 

For more information or to request an application packet, call Wendy at 254-752-9330, ext. 118 or 

ext. 141.  The application packet may be downloaded from our website www.advocacycntr.org 

  Are You A Good Listener?  

  Become a Crisis Intervention Advocate  

Volunteers carry a cell phone to answer a 24-hour crisis 

hotline and go to Waco hospitals to provide emotional 

support for sexual assault survivors. 
 

January 24 -27 & Feb 2, 2008  

Thursday, Jan 24 5:30 ð 9:30 pm 

Friday, Jan 25     5:30 ð 9:30 pm 

Saturday, Jan 26     9:00 am ð 5:30 pm 

Sunday, Jan 27     1:00 ð 6:00 pm 

 Saturday, Feb 02        10:00 am ð 4:00 pm 

To be considered as a Crisis Intervention Advocate, applicants must be at  

least 18 years of age, have a valid driverõs license and proof of auto liability  

insurance.  Volunteers must also be cleared through criminal and child 

abuse background checks. 

For more information or to request an application packet,  

call Carol at 254-752-9330, ext. 141.  
 

The application packet may be downloaded from our website www.advocacycntr.org 

Volunteers Needed - Training Starts Soon 

Please Post 
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The Numbers... 

One in three girls and one in six boys are sexually abused. 

Most rapists are heterosexual and have a willing sex partner at home. 

Approximately 683,000 women and about 92,700 males are forcibly raped each year. 

The most common victims of rape are females under 18  

In the United States today, 1.8 million teens have already been the victims of serious 

sexual assault. 

Approximately one-third of all juvenile victims of sexual abuse cases are children 

younger than six years of age.  (Sources cited on TAASA website www.taasa.org) 

Reporting Child Abuse 
General Reporting Requirements in Texas: The law requires that any person who be-

lieves that a child is being abused, neglected or exploited report the circumstances to the 

Texas Department of Protective and Regulatory Services Abuse Hotline, 1-800-252-

5400.  The person making a report is immune from civil or criminal liability if the report is 

made in good faith.  The name of the person making the report is confidential.  Any per-

son suspecting abuse and not reporting it can be liable for a Class B misdemeanor. 

For Specified Professionals: If a professional (teacher, counselor, police officer, medical 

professional, etc.) has cause to believe that a child has been or may be abused or ne-

glected, the professional must make a report within 48 hours of learning of the abuse or 

neglect.  You may not delegate to or rely on another person to make the report. 

Thank You! 

Blue Knights Texas 

Chapter XI  

Stuffed Animal Donation 

The kids love them! 


